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How to win the Classroom and School Spelling Bees 
 

One of the most critical aspects to winning your Classroom and School Bees is awareness of their respective 
formats. Schools vary in the way they run bees, but the Classroom Bee is usually only intended to narrow down 
the number of contestants who can advance to the School Bee. The Classroom Bee begins with 225 words from 
the 450-word School Study List which is provided to students, progressing from first grade to eighth grade 
study words. If these are exhausted, there are 25 “Additional Words” that come from no specific study list. Per 
Scripps, these words are selected directly from Merriam-Webster (which contains about 500,000 words). 
 
The School Bee is usually much more competitive than the Classroom Bee and is intended to have one winner 
who advances to the next level of competition. Like the Classroom Bee, it begins with the other 225 words of 
the 450-word study list, then – if no winner has been determined – uses a whopping 150 Additional Words. 
 
So is there any real way to know what type of words will be asked as Additional Words, or is it just one big 
toss-up? The truth is that bees are run such that there will always be an incredible amount of luck involved. 
However, past years of data have allowed me to draw patterns and formulas to find words which are likely to 
be used in the School Bee. Hopefully, your bee won’t exhaust the School Study List and this will be enough to 
advance to higher competition. But hoping for something doesn’t mean it will always happen. If you want to 
have the highest chance to win your School/Classroom Bees, you should follow these three steps, in order: 
 
1. Learn the 450-word School Spelling Bee Study List 

 
Scripps has precluded third parties from publishing this list in any format, so I’m not allowed to distribute it 
myself. However, if your school is registered with Scripps, an administrator should distribute the list to you. 
This list should be the number one priority in your study, because if you do not have it completely mastered 
your chances of winning are very slim. 
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 2nd Grade  
 

crutch 
bonfire 

tiresome 
oyster 

peppermint 
calcium 
antics 
poll* 

rejoice 
feud* 
habit 

agility 
gigantic 
keepsake 
decade 
garbage 
gravel 

lustrous 
student 

nonmetal 
radical 

intensity 
dazzling 
colony 

nonsense 

mutton 
snazzy 
surplus 
jeans* 

network 
dolphin 
justify 
dangle 

brighten 
tongue 
battery 

constrict 
lightning 

assess 
caper 

hapless 
elephant 
signify 
putrid 
huddle 
pencil 

boastful 
overcast 
persuade 
humane 

scroll 
dreadful 

demanding 
rational 
formerly 
helmet 
battle 
eagle 

feature 
appeal 

boredom 
horseshoe 

select 
barrel 

simmer 
essence 
lament 
tripod 

stadium 
language 
spatula 
exploit 

plumber 
larva 

matches 

decode 
meander 

radioactive 
extract 
fiction 
curtain 

personal 
transit 
relic 

winced 
medicate 
paradise 
triplets 

glimmer 
waitress 
redshirt 
limpid 
coffin 
spelt 

circus 
hostage 
inhale 
fortify 
nacho 
referee
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Supplemental Words (continued) 
 

threnody 
epistle 

mulberry 
cursory 

fictitious 
anguiped 

delphinium 
panoply 
hamartia 
breccia 

brontosaurus 
chateaubriand 
latitudinous 
canonical 

parochialism 
Promethean 

zircon 
bricolage 

sanatorium 
intercessory 

acolyte 
pomander 
pancreas 
grievance 
virulent 

smorgasbord 
dulcet 

pestilent 
lecithin 
sinistral 

manumission 
remora 

infirmary 
diurnal 

dissociative 
laborious 
decibel 

sciolistic 
spikenard 
porpoise 

bacchanalian 
bavardage 
accolade 

mesothelioma 
mononucleosis 

bourgeois 
fossorial 
intestate 
serrated 
rescind 

muliebral 
reminisce 
nescience 

numismatics 
coniferous 
pellagra 

nasturtium 
portraiture 
palimpsest 
lacustrine 
cotyledon 

astigmatism 
ferrule 

breviloquence 
centripetal 

cyclical 
paristhmion 

siffilate 
nullification 

calliope 
Peloponnesian 
arraignment 
commodore 
campanile 
thoracic 

pejorative 
pantisocracy 

papyrus 
itinerant 

Montessorian 
feracious 
bassinet 
Gibraltar 
decennial 
bucolic 

diminutive 
woebegone 
deltiology 
epilation 

bibliothecarial 
chauffeur 
marauding 
granophyre 
guernsey 

mucilaginous 
exaration 
sacculated 
pyroclastic 

pandiculation 
posthumous 
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Homonyms 
 
Beware of homonyms! Look these up, then write down their definitions in a notebook or on a computer. 
lease/lisse/leese 
night/knight 
muse/mews/Meuse 
bruise/brews/bruhs/broos 
cause/caws/kas/khas 
hare/hair/Herr/hayer 
minor/miner 
roan/rone 

lice/lyse 
poll/pull/pole 
feud/feued 
jeans/genes 
league/leag 
wreck/reck/rec 
knack/nak 
compliment/complement 

wield/weald/wheeled 
gnaw/nah 
gnome/nome 
century/sentry/centry 
terrace/teras 
tenant/tenent 
waive/wave 
tailor/tailer/Taylor 

peddle/pedal/petal 
forbear/forebear 
illicit/elicit 
monocle/monachal 
varicose/verrucose 
pallor/Pallar 
populace/populous 
cologne/colón (4th entry) 

 
I’ve italicized the words that are probably too esoteric to show up in a Classroom or School competition. 
Remember that it’s better to over-study than under-study! That being said, skip these if you’re pressed for time. 
 
Keep in mind that these homonyms only account for words pronounced identically. Watch out for easily 
confused words, such as exalt/exult, secede/succeed, personnel/personal, and quartz/courts. Keep a running list 
of these and add to it each time you come across a new pair. 
 

The Numbers 
 
The Consolidated Word List is an approximately 23,000-word list released by Scripps in 2004 which has 
widely been considered the best resource for Additional Words in Classroom, School, District, and Regional 
Bees. It has a great amount of the words used, but its main criticism is that there are too many words to 
reasonably study in a short period. I decided to compare the School Bee Supplement’s efficiency with that of 
the CWL, finding the number of Additional Words contained by each section. Here’s what I found: 
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 Classroom Additional Words 2009-2017 (213 unique words total1) 
List Consolidated 

Word List: Words 

Appearing 

Frequently 

Consolidated 

Word List: Words 

Appearing with 

Moderate 

Frequency 

Consolidated 

Word List: Words 

Appearing 

Infrequently 

Entire 

Consolidated 

Word List 

School Bee 

Supplement 

Total Unique 

Words 
7,738 9,056 6,603 23,382 1,200 

Additional Words 100 64 13 177 90 
Percent of list’s 
words which are 

Additional Words 

1.3% 0.7% 0.2% 0.8% 7.5% 

 
      School Additional Words 2010-2017 (1,161 unique words total) 

List Consolidated 

Word List: Words 

Appearing 

Frequently 

Consolidated 

Word List: Words 

Appearing with 

Moderate 

Frequency 

Consolidated 

Word List: Words 

Appearing 

Infrequently 

Entire 

Consolidated 

Word List 

School Bee 

Supplement 

Total Unique 

Words 
7,738 9,056 6,603 23,382 1,200 

Additional Words 540 296 117 951 487 
Percent of list’s 
words which are 

Additional Words 

7.0% 3.3% 1.8% 4.1% 40.6% 

 
 

                                                      
1 The figures for the Classroom and School Bees are not simply the amount of Additional Words times the number of years because of duplicate words. The same 
applies to the entire Consolidated Word List when compared to the amount of words per section. To get more accurate figures, this table only contains figures for 
the unique words. These statistics do not account for similar, related words. For example, entomology (a Supplemental Word) does not count for entomologist, 
which was an Additional Word in the School Bee in 2011. 
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