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How to Study for Round Two
of the Preliminaries of the 2016 Scripps National Spelling Bee
Think twice before printing this guide: The 2016 Round Two Study Guide is 65 pages
long. We recommend using it as a computer resource rather than a printed resource.
Instead, print the 2016 Round Two Study Words to use as your practice list. Learning
these words will give you the best chance to show off your talent during Round Two.
When you step up to the microphone to spell your word in Round Two, your word will
come from the 2016 Round Two Study Words, available to download when you are
logged into spellingbee.com.
Do you have questions about a word’s pronunciation, origin, part of speech, definition or
use in a sentence? That information is waiting for you in this Study Guide. All you need
to do is:
1. Hit Ctrl+F (PC) or Command+F (Mac).
2. Type the word you are looking for into the search box.
One quick reminder: The only study resource for Round One and Rounds Three and
higher is Webster’s Third New International Dictionary and its addenda section,
copyright 2002, Merriam-Webster.
Happy studying!
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1.

photon

\

This word is from Greek.

\

(a noun)
a massless elementary particle with one quantum unit of spin
that is the carrier of radiant energy (as light or X rays).
Albert Einstein developed the concept of the photon early in the
20th century.
2.

belfry

\

This word went perhaps from Greek to Latin, then probably to
German, then to French, and then to English.

\

(a noun)
a bell tower.
Nat climbed to the belfry to view the entire town.
3.

diffract

\

This word is from Latin.

\

(a verb)
break or separate (as light) into parts.
Gretchen often goes into the dining room just to look at how the
prismatic pieces of the chandelier diffract the light.
4.

horoscope

\

Originally Greek, this word passed from Latin to French.

\
[\

(a noun)

\]

a diagram showing the relative positions of planets and signs of
the zodiac at a particular time used by astrologers to foretell the
events of a person’s life.
According to Melinda’s horoscope, today is a wonderful day to
compete in a spelling bee.
5.

erratic

\

This word came from Latin through French to English.

\
[\

\]

(an adjective)
characterized by lack of consistency, regularity or uniformity :
unpredictable.
The interpretive dancer’s erratic movements kept the audience
guessing what he would do next.

6.

burgundy

\

\

This word is from a French geographical name.
(a noun)
a blackish purple that is redder and less strong than average
eggplant.
The students at the new high school voted for burgundy and
gray as their school colors.
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7.

Charleston

\

This word is from an American geographical name.

\
[\

\]

(a noun)
a ballroom dance in which the knees are twisted in and out and
the heels are swung sharply outward on each step.
Jana has an old photograph of her great-grandmother doing the
Charleston.

8.

exultantly

\

This word is from Latin.

\
[\

\]

(an adverb)
in a manner filled with extreme joy.
Maya grinned exultantly when she found out her prized
pumpkin had won first place at the fair.

9.

waterloo

\

This word is from a Belgian geographical name.

\
[\

\]

(a noun)
a decisive or disastrous defeat or reverse.
Gloria’s soccer team made it through the first round before
meeting their waterloo in the semifinals.

10.

emeritus

\

This word is from Latin.

\
[\

\]

(an adjective)
retired from an office or position especially after gaining
recognition.
Our summer school teacher, Dr. Benteen, is Professor Emeritus
of history from Dartmouth College.

11.

burgher

\

This word is from German and Dutch.

\

(a noun)
a native, inhabitant or citizen of a particular town.
Every burgher showed up for Springfield’s fireworks display.
12.

sorrel

\

\
[\

\]

This word is probably from an originally Germanic word that
became French before becoming English.
(a noun)
a light bright chestnut horse often with white mane and tail.
Dominic promised to take good care of the sorrel his dad had
bought for him.

13.

unction

\

\

This word is from Latin.
(a noun)
the anointing of the sick with oil that is a religious rite of
healing.
The Catholic sacrament of extreme unction can be given by a
priest to any baptized person who has reached the age of
reason.
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14.

extraterrestrial

\

This word consists of two originally Latin parts.

\
[\

\]

(an adjective)
originating or existing outside Earth or its atmosphere.
Li Na enjoyed researching the history of the hunt for
extraterrestrial life.

15.

Cockney

\

This word is originally English.

\

(an adjective)
of, relating to or resembling the dialect of London or of the East
End of London.
The Brits in the audience panned the American actor’s attempt
at a Cockney accent.
16.

adieu

\

This word is from Latin-derived French.

\
[\

(an interjection)

\]

— used to express farewell.
“Adieu, my friends!” called the fur trapper as he paddled away
from the shore.
17.

spurious

\

This word is from Latin.

\
[\

\]

(an adjective)
outwardly similar or corresponding to something without
having its genuine qualities.
Lily didn’t impress her friends with her spurious “diamond”
ring.

18.

escarole

\

\

This word is from a Latin word that became Italian and then
French.
(a noun)
an annual or biennial herb widely cultivated as a salad plant —
called also “endive.”
Helga tossed a salad of escarole, mushrooms and tomatoes.

19.

radome

\

\

This word is an English acronym.
(a noun)
a usually hemispherically shaped plastic housing used to shelter
the antenna assembly of a radar set.
Seth pointed out to his son the radome on the plane.

20.

Brie

\

\

This word is from French.
(a noun)
a soft perishable cheese ripened by mold.
Laura likes to eat Brie including its thick white rind, but Gary
only eats the soft center.
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21.

pedantry

\

This word is from Latin-derived French.

\

(a noun)
ostentatious presentation or application of knowledge or
learning especially by a teacher or scholar.
Lydia sometimes worries that her constant, painstaking efforts
to help other people improve their grammar might be
misconstrued as pedantry.
22.

Conestoga

\

This word is from a U.S. geographic name.

\

(a noun)
a broad-wheeled covered wagon usually drawn by six horses,
and used especially for transporting freight.
The Conestoga was loaded with goods to take from the city to
more rural communities.
23.

anarchist

\

This word consists of a part that went from Greek to Latin plus
an English combining form.

\

(a noun)
one who rebels against any authority, established order or ruling
power.
Pierre-Joseph Proudhon, a French politician who criticized
government policies, was the first person to call himself an
anarchist.
24.

submersible

\

The first part of this word is from an originally Latin word, and
the second part is an English combining form.

\

(an adjective)
capable of functioning under water.
The earliest designs for submersible vehicles date to antiquity.
25.

purloin

\

Originally Latin, this word went through French before
becoming English.

\

(a verb)
appropriate wrongfully and often under circumstances that
involve a breach of trust.
Employees who purloin company earnings will be fired and
given no severance pay.
26.

ensign

\

\
[\

\]

Originally Latin, this word went through French before
becoming English.
(a noun)
the most junior naval commissioned officer ranking just below a
lieutenant junior grade and above a chief warrant officer.
The new ensign was assigned to a landing ship for transporting
infantry to a beachhead.
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27.

villatic

\

This word is from Latin.

\

(an adjective)
of or relating to a villa or a village : rural.
Riley used watercolors to paint a villatic scene that featured a
meandering stream, a field of cattle, and a small, sleepy town
on the horizon.
28.

phlegm

\

This word went from Greek to Latin to French before becoming
English.

\

(a noun)
viscid mucus secreted in abnormal quantity in the respiratory
passages and discharged through the mouth.
Phlegm often accompanies colds and other upper respiratory
infections.
29.

hostelry

\

\
[\

\]

Originally Latin, this word went through French before
becoming English.
(a noun)
a place where food and lodging are available to the traveler : an
inn : a hotel.
To celebrate their 10th anniversary, the Mortons returned to the
French hostelry where they spent their honeymoon.

30.

influential

\

\

The first part of this word is originally Latin, and the second
part is a combining form that passed from Latin and French to
English.
(an adjective)
having authority or ascendancy : important.
Some art historians consider Pablo Picasso the most influential
artist of the 20th century.

31.

bellwether

\

\

This word is originally English.
(a noun)
one that takes the lead or initiative : a leader.
Brooke’s firm has long been considered a bellwether in the
industry.

32.

Grecian

\

\

This word is from Latin.
(an adjective)
of, relating to or characteristic of Greeks.
Aziz admired the decorations on the ancient Grecian urns in the
museum.
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33.

manifesto

\

This word came from Italian, which formed it from a Latin
word.

\

(a noun)
a public declaration of intentions, motives or views.
The manifesto appeared in a number of newspapers
nationwide.
34.

stultify

\

This word is from Latin.

\

(a verb)
to cause to appear or be stupid, foolish or absurdly illogical.
Dexter refused to play trivia with his friends because he was
worried he might stultify himself.
35.

flimflammer

\

This word is probably of Scandinavian origin.

\

(a noun)
one that gains his way by trickery and expedients.
Braden is reading a Victorian novel about a flimflammer who
cheats the noble young hero out of all his money.
36.

presage

\

This word passed from Latin to French.

\
[\

\]

(a verb)
indicate or calculate in advance : forecast : foretell : predict.
High unemployment figures often presage a recession.

37.

muchacha

\

\

This word is from Spanish.
(a noun)
a young woman : a girl.
The cheeky young man across the room addressed Jane as
“muchacha” before attempting to ask for her phone number.

38.

bardolatry

\

\

This word is from a part that went from Scottish Gaelic and
Irish to English plus a Greek part.
(a noun)
the worship of Shakespeare.
Tim’s unabashed bardolatry inspired his classmates to perform
All’s Well That Ends Well for the theater festival.

39.

gardenesque

\

\

The first part of this word is from an originally Germanic word
that became French before becoming English, and the second
part is an English combining form.
(an adjective)
resembling or relating to a plot of land devoted to the growing
of herbs, fruits, flowers or vegetables.
After Rosita had covered it with potted plants and vines, her
once dreary concrete balcony became almost gardenesque.
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40.

calving

\

This word is originally English.

\
[\

\]

(a verb)
(of an ice mass) letting break off and become detached.
The video of the glacier calving a large chunk of ice into the sea
quickly went viral.

41.

brigadier

\

This word is from an Italian word that passed through French on
its way to English, plus an English combining form.

\

(a noun)
an army, marine or air force officer ranking just below a major
general and above a colonel.
After the decisive battle in which he had a crucial role, Hiram
was promoted to brigadier.
42.

espresso

\

This word is from Italian.

\

(a noun)
coffee that is brewed by forcing steam through powdered coffee
beans.
Rishi likes to start his mornings with a cup of espresso.
43.

mimetic

\

This word is from Greek.

\
[\

\]

(an adjective)
of an organism : characterized by or exhibiting a superficial
resemblance to other organisms or to the natural objects among
which they live and thereby securing concealment, protection or
some other advantage.
Recently entomologists have expressed doubt in the theory that
the viceroy butterfly’s mimetic coloration protects it against
many would-be predators.

44.

parallax

\

This word is from an originally Greek word that passed into
French.

\

(a noun)
the apparent displacement or the difference in apparent direction
of an object as seen from two different points not on a straight
line with the object.
Sujata carefully allowed for the parallax when framing the
picture in her viewfinder.
45.

wontedness

\

This word is originally English.

\
[\
\]

(a noun)
the condition of being habituated to a thing, person or practice.
After six months in her new job, Marcie still felt herself to be
several months from wontedness in getting up at five a.m. every
single morning.
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46.

delectation

\

This word went from Latin to French before becoming English.

\
[\

\]

(a noun)
pleasure, diversion, enjoyment.
Management provided a box of chocolates in each hotel room
for the delectation of their guests.

47.

Egyptian

\

\
[\

\]

This word is from an originally Greek word that passed into
Latin.
(an adjective)
of or relating to a country in northeastern Africa, its inhabitants
or its language.
The pyramids at Giza are huge spectacular monuments of
Egyptian Old Kingdom architecture.

48.

jadeite

\

This word is from an originally Spanish word that passed into
French.

\

(a noun)
a monoclinic mineral found chiefly in Myanmar that when cut
constitutes a valuable variety of jade.
Alexis bought a necklace made of jadeite and black onyx at the
craft bazaar.
49.

humidor

\

\
[\

\]

This word consists of an originally Latin part that passed into
French plus an English combining form.
(a noun)
a case or enclosure (as for storing cigars) in which the air is kept
properly humidified.
Denver’s Major League Baseball stadium has a large humidor
for storing baseballs to counteract the effects of the low air
moisture.

50.

religiosity

\

This word is from Latin.

\
[\

\]

(a noun)
intense, excessive or affected devotion to the divine or that
which one holds to be of ultimate importance.
Given the secular nature of the poet’s previous works, Maya
was surprised at the religiosity of his newest collection.

51.

Wellington

\

\

This word is from a British name.
(a noun)
a high rubber boot often reaching to the knee.
Greta pulled on her other Wellington and dashed outside to
splash in the puddles.
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52.

consortium

\

This word is from Latin.

\
[\

\]

(a noun)
an organization of persons having a common interest.
Several organizations joined the consortium that fosters
inclusion of individuals with disabilities.

53.

epitaphs

\

This word is from Greek.

\

(a plural noun)
inscriptions on or at tombs or graves in memory of those buried
there.
Of all the epitaphs Agnes saw in the cemetery, her favorite was
“I told you that I was ill.”
54.

Paleozoic

\

This word is from Greek.

\
[\

(an adjective)

\]

of or relating to a division of geological history from the
beginning of the Cambrian to the close of the Permian periods.
Seed-bearing plants and amphibians first appeared in the
Paleozoic era.
55.

disapprobation

\

This word consists of two Latin elements.

\

(a noun)
condemnation : disapproval.
Jennifer could not understand her parents’ disapprobation of
her new circle of friends.
56.

expediency

\

This word is from Latin.

\
[\

\]

(a noun)
the quality or state of being suited to the end in view :
suitability.
The senator was accused of sacrificing principles for political
expediency.

57.

confabulation

\

This word passed from Latin to English.

\
[\

\]

(a noun)
a filling in of gaps in memory by free fabrication (as in
Korsakoff’s syndrome).
After the car accident, it was difficult for Frederick’s doctor to
determine which of Frederick’s memories were confabulation
and which were true.
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58.

vomer

\

This word is from Latin.

\

(a noun)
a bone of the skull of most vertebrates that is situated below the
nasal region and that develops from lateral halves that in
humans form a vertical plate that constitutes part of the nasal
septum.
In humans, the vomer separates the right side of the nasal
cavity from the left.
59.

histamine

\

\
[\

\]

This word is from a Greek part plus a word formed from a part
that went from Egyptian to Greek plus an English combining
form.
(a noun)
a crystalline base that is found in plants and usually combined
in animal tissues and that is held to be responsible for the
dilation and increased permeability of blood vessels which play
a major role in allergic reactions.
Histamine is involved in your immune system’s response to
foreign pathogens.

60.

expostulate

\

This word is from Latin.

\
[\

\]

(a verb)
reason earnestly with a person for purposes of dissuasion or
remonstrance.
Jason is one of those people who will expostulate about politics
without being invited to do so.

61.

Bakelite

\

This word is from a trademark.

\
[\

\]

(a trademark)
— used for any of various synthetic resins and plastics.
Paul bought his mother a vintage bracelet made of Bakelite for
her birthday.

62.

cirque

\

\

This word came from French, which formed it from a Latin
word.
(a noun)
a deep steep-walled basin high on a mountain usually shaped
like half a bowl and often containing a small lake, caused
especially by glacial erosion, and usually forming the blunt head
of a valley.
Joel and his family set up camp on the bluff above the cirque.
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63.

pillory

\

This word is from a French word that then became English.

\

(a noun)
a device formerly used for the public punishment of wrongdoers
that consists of a wooden frame with holes in which the head
and hands can be locked.
Pam took a snapshot of Julian standing by a pillory in the
reconstructed colonial village.
64.

diminution

\

Originally Latin, this word passed through French to English.

\
[\

\]

(a noun)
the act, process or an instance of reducing in size, number or
degree : a decrease.
The parole board may allow diminution of the prisoner’s
sentence for good behavior.

65.

finickiness

\

This word is from a word that is probably comprised of a part
that went from Latin to French plus a Latin part.

\

(a noun)
the quality or state of being excessively dainty or exacting in
taste or standards.
Jane’s wedding day went quite smoothly, mainly because of her
finickiness in preparing for it.
66.

orzo

\

This word came from Italian, which formed it from a Latin
word.

\

(a noun)
rice-shaped pasta.
Aunt Giuliana likes to thicken her minestrone with a cup of
cooked orzo.
67.

sinuosity

\

This word is from Latin.

\

(a noun)
the quality or state of bending in and out.
The sinuosity of the river was especially easy to see from the
helicopter.
68.

aquiline

\

This word is from Latin.

\
[\

\]

(an adjective)
curving or hooked like an eagle’s beak.
The entertainer was easily recognizable by his aquiline nose.

69.

revenant

\

This word is from a French word.

\
[\

\]

(an adjective)
coming back : recurring.
The more Rachel tries to put the revenant dream out of her
mind, the more often it recurs.
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70.

ad-hocracy

\

\
[\

\]

This word consists of two Latin elements plus an originally
Greek element that passed into Latin.
(a noun)
a temporary organization or committee set up to accomplish a
specific task; also : a system of government comprised of such
organizations.
At its best, an ad-hocracy cuts across traditional divisions of
power and responsibility to solve problems in a holistic manner.

71.

factotum

\

This word is from Latin.

\

(a noun)
a person having many diverse activities or responsibilities : a
general servant.
Mrs. Alexander has so many responsibilities not related to
instruction that she feels more like a factotum than a teacher.
72.

Esperanto

\

This word is from an invented name.

\
[\

\]

(a noun)
an artificial international language based as far as possible upon
words common to the chief European languages.
Words in Esperanto are always pronounced with the primary
accent on the next-to-last syllable, and every letter is always
pronounced with the same sound.

73.

acquisitive

\

This word is from Latin.

\
[\

\]

(an adjective)
strongly desirous of obtaining or possessing.
The acquisitive toddler had a large collection of other
children’s toys.

74.

scullery

\

Originally Latin, this word went through French before
becoming English.

\

(a noun)
a room near a kitchen for cleaning and storing dishes and
cooking utensils, washing vegetables, and similar work.
The servant looked forward to the day when most of her duties
would be in the kitchen instead of the scullery.
75.

meadowwink

\

\

This word is perhaps imitative in origin.
(a noun)
an American migratory songbird.
The cry of the meadowwink resembles the sound of its name.
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76.

rubella

\

This word is from Latin.

\

(a noun)
an acute contagious disease usually affecting children and
young adults, characterized by a red skin eruption, mild
symptoms, and short course, but causing organic damage to the
fetus in early pregnancy — called also “German measles.”
Rubella is especially dangerous when contracted by an
expectant mother because it can threaten the health of her
unborn child.
77.

saucier

\

This word is from Latin-derived French.

\
[\

(a noun)

\]

an assistant chef who specializes in preparing sauces and soups.
Tina served as a line cook for two years before getting
promoted to saucier.
78.

demerits

\

This word is from Latin-derived French.

\

(a plural noun)
marks usually entailing a loss of privilege given to an offender
by one in authority (as a teacher or an officer).
The school rule book states that if you receive four demerits
during a term, you will be expelled.
79.

rennet

\

This word is from an originally English word, plus a part that
went from Latin to French to English.

\

(a noun)
something used to curdle milk.
Delia added vegetable rennet to curdle the milk she was using
to make homemade cheese curds.
80.

glissando

\

\
[\

\]

This word is an Italian-influenced modification of a French
word.
(a noun)
a rapid series of consecutive notes played on a piano, harp or
other similar instrument by sliding one or more fingers across
adjacent keys or strings.
Joachim diligently practiced the glissando at the end of the first
movement.

81.

acalculia

\

\

This word consists of a part that went from Greek to Latin plus
two originally Latin parts.
(a noun)
lack or loss of the ability to perform simple arithmetical tasks.
Lesions in Tom’s brain caused him to be affected with
acalculia.
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82.

breve

\

This word went from Latin to French to English.

\
[\

(a noun)

\]

a mark placed over a vowel to indicate that the vowel is short.
After placing a breve over all the short vowels in the poem,
Crispus discovered that it had a regular metrical pattern.
83.

diurnal

\

This word is from Latin.

\

(an adjective)
chiefly active during the daytime.
Because most cats are not naturally diurnal, they often sleep
during the day and are awake at night, much to the chagrin of
their light-sleeping owners.
84.

podiatrist

\

This word is from Greek.

\
[\

\]

(a noun)
one who practices the care and treatment of the human foot in
health and disease.
The podiatrist recommended that Carlita get special inserts for
her shoes.

85.

vitreous

\

This word is from Latin.

\

(an adjective)
of, relating to, derived from or consisting of glass.
The huge vitreous wall of skyscrapers reflected the mountains
and the sunset.
86.

palazzo

\

This word came from Italian, which formed it from a Latin
word.

\

(a noun)
a palace or other large imposing residence.
Many city officials attended the New Year’s party at the
mayor’s palazzo.
87.

leviathan

\

\

This word went from Hebrew through Latin to English.
(a noun)
any of various large sea animals.
By the time the story reached its third telling, the sea turtle that
had bumped into Brad’s kayak had become a leviathan from
which he had barely escaped with his life.

88.

koji

\

\

This word is from Japanese.
(a noun)
a yeast or other starter prepared in Japan from rice inoculated
with the spores of a mold and permitted to develop.
Koji is used to ferment soybeans and make rice vinegars.
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89.

heliotrope

\

\
[\

\]

This word is from an originally Greek word that passed into
Latin.
(a noun)
a stone consisting of a green translucent mineral sprinkled with
red spots.
Heliotrope, also known as bloodstone, has the same physical
properties as quartz.

90.

actuary

\

This word is from Latin.

\
[\

\]

(a noun)
one trained in mathematics and statistics whose business it is to
calculate insurance and annuity premiums, reserves, and
dividends.
An actuary uses factors such as age and health status to
determine a person’s life insurance premiums.

91.

cryogenic

\

The first part of this word went from Greek to German and the
second part was formed in International Scientific Vocabulary
from Greek and Latin elements.

\

(an adjective)
requiring or involving the use of a very low temperature.
Liquid oxygen is cryogenic a
92.

rasorial

\

a

The first part of this word is from an originally Latin word, and
the second part is an English combining form.

\

(an adjective)
habitually scratching the ground in search of food — used of a
bird.
The chicken is a familiar rasorial bird.
93.

statolatry

\

This word consists of a part that went from Latin to French plus
a Greek part.

\

(a noun)
advocacy of a highly centralized and all-powerful national
government.
Pope Pius XI denounced fascist Italy and Nazi Germany for
their statolatry.
94.

kinetosis

\

This word is from a word that went from Greek to Latin.

\
[\

\]

(a noun)
sickness induced by motion (as in travel by air, car or ship) and
characterized by nausea.
Before boarding the ship, Claire made sure she had some
medication for kinetosis in her purse.
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95.

murmuration

\

This word is from Latin.

\

(a noun)
the utterance of low continuous sounds or complaining noises.
After the soprano botched the high C, the murmuration of the
audience was quite disconcerting.
96.

hydrophobia

\

This word is from Greek.

\

(a noun)
an acute viral disease of the nervous system of warm-blooded
animals that is fatal when untreated and is transmitted with
infected saliva usually through the bite of an animal : rabies.
In recent years many raccoons have succumbed to
hydrophobia.
97.

draconian

\

This word is from a Greek name.

\
[\

(an adjective)

\]

marked by extreme severity or cruelty : harsh : rigorous.
Students felt that the punishment for being outside of class
without a hall pass was too draconian.
98.

Mardi Gras

\

This word is from French.

\

(a noun)
the last day before Lent often marked by merrymaking and
feasting and in some places (as New Orleans) by parades
especially of grotesquely costumed individuals and by
masquerade balls.
Caroline spent months planning her costume for Mardi Gras.
99.

farina

\

This word is from Latin.

\
[

\]

(a noun)
the coarsely ground bolted endosperm of wheats other than
durum, free from fine flour or bran.
Before rice cereal for babies became widely available, cereal
made from farina was often used.

100.

digitalis

\

This word is from Latin.

\
[\

\]

(a noun)
the dried leaf of the purple foxglove constituting a powerful
cardiac stimulant and a diuretic used principally in diseases of
the heart to correct lost compensation.
Digitalis has proved to be the most effective treatment for
Ginger’s heart disorder.
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101.

codicil

\

This word came from French, which formed it from a Latin
word.

\

(a noun)
a legal instrument made subsequently to a will and modifying it
in some respects.
Robert had his lawyer draw up a codicil to clarify a few
ambiguities in his will.
102.

jacquard

\

This word is from a French name.

\
[\

(a noun)

\]

a fabric of an intricate variegated weave.
In the antique store’s window is an elaborate jacquard that
portrays the Last Supper.
103.

accentuate

\

This word is from Latin.

\
[\

\]

(a verb)
give special attention to : emphasize.
The columns of the ancient Greek temple accentuate its height.

104.

parquetry

\

This word is from a French word.

\

(a noun)
joinery or cabinetwork consisting of an inlay of geometric or
other patterns usually of different colors and used especially for
furniture and floors.
When Latifa pulled up the old carpet in her living room, she
found walnut parquetry underneath.
105.

edacious

\

\
[\

\]

The first part of this word is from an originally Latin word, and
the second part is an English combining form.
(an adjective)
voracious : devouring.
The edacious mouth of the black hole drew in everything within
its gravitational field.

106.

bilirubin

\

This word consists of three originally Latin parts.

\
[\

\]

(a noun)
a reddish yellow crystalline pigment occurring in bile, blood,
urine and gallstones.
If a newborn is jaundiced because of a high level of bilirubin,
phototherapy is the common treatment.

107.

dashi

\

This word is from Japanese.

\
[\

\]

(a noun)
a fish broth made from dried bonito.
Yasuko added some miso paste and scallions to the dashi.
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108.

Socratic

\

This word is from a Greek name.

\
[\

\]

(an adjective)
of or relating to the philosopher Socrates or his philosophy or
his followers.
The Socratic method of instruction, simply put, enables learners
to express what they already know.

109.

infarction

\

This word is from Latin.

\
[\

\]

(a noun)
the production of an area of tissue death (as in the heart)
resulting from obstruction of blood circulation in the area.
Angina is usually much less serious than a myocardial
infarction because in the former there is no tissue death in the
heart muscle.

110.

scarlatina

\

This word is from Latin.

\

(a noun)
an acute contagious disease marked by fever and rash.
Diseases such as scarlatina were once the scourge of
childhood.
111.

bireme

\

This word is from Latin.

\

(a noun)
a galley with two banks of oars common in the early classical
period.
The protruding bow of the typical Greek bireme was useful for
ramming enemy ships.
112.

leguminous

\

This word is from Latin.

\
[\

\]

(an adjective)
of, resembling, or consisting of peas, beans, or other similar
vegetables.
The only leguminous food that Mandy likes is lima beans.

113.

avant-garde

\

This word is from French.

\
[\
\]

(a noun)
those who create, produce, or apply new, original, or
experimental ideas, designs, and techniques in any field,
especially in the arts.
Dadaism was an early 20th-century artistic movement that was
initiated by the European avant-garde.
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114.

sousaphone

\

\
[\

\]

This word is composed of an American name plus an element
that went from Greek to English.
(a noun)
a large circular tuba having a flaring adjustable bell.
The band director was looking for someone who could play the
sousaphone.

115.

actinide

\

This word consists of two originally Latin parts plus a part that
went from Greek to Latin.

\

(a noun)
a chemical element of a series of heavy radioactive metallic
elements of increasing atomic number considered to begin with
actinium or thorium and end with lawrencium.
Timmy won the contest by correctly identifying plutonium as an
actinide.
116.

elocutionist

\

The first part of this word is from an originally Latin word, and
the second part is an English combining form.

\

(a noun)
a teacher of the art of oratorical or expressive public speaking.
The elocutionist demonstrated the use of gestures and pauses to
enhance a speech.
117.

proletarian

\

This word is from Latin.

\
[\

\]

(an adjective)
of, relating to or representative of the lowest social or economic
class of a community.
Gina’s proletarian background proved to be an asset in her
campaign for mayor.

118.

adnate

\

This word is from Latin.

\

(an adjective)
grown together — used especially of unlike parts.
The plant’s stamen was adnate to large, yellow petals.
119.

malefactor

\

This word is from Latin.

\
[\

\]

(a noun)
one who commits an offense against the law.
The state’s correctional program was designed to rehabilitate
as well as punish the malefactor.
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120.

gaucho

\

This word probably went from Quechua to Spanish to English.

\

(a noun)
a cowboy or herdsman of the extensive generally grass-covered
plain of temperate South America east of the Andes.
The Argentinian gaucho wore a distinctive wool poncho and a
flat-brimmed leather hat.
121.

sapiential

\

This word passed from Latin to English.

\
[\

\]

(an adjective)
characterized by or distinctive of wisdom.
Immanuel brought a sapiential authority to the field of modern
European history due to his extensive fieldwork with survivors
of 20th-century conflicts.

122.

genuflect

\

This word is from Latin.

\

(a verb)
touch the knee to the floor or ground especially in worship.
Katia noticed that many tourists genuflect upon entering the
cathedral.
123.

apologue

\

This word is from Greek.

\
[\

\]

(a noun)
an allegorical narrative (as a beast fable) usually intended to
convey a moral.
Most schoolchildren are familiar with the apologue of the
tortoise and the hare.

124.

isotopic

\

\
[\

\]

This word consists of originally Greek parts plus an English
combining form.
(an adjective)
of, relating to, or having the relationship of one of two or more
species of atoms of the same chemical element that have the
same atomic number but differ in atomic mass or mass number.
Hydrogen, deuterium and tritium, which differ only in number
of neutrons, are three isotopic forms of hydrogen.

125.

eelpout

\

\

This word is formed from two probably originally English
words.
(a noun)
a freshwater fish that is related to the cod and has two small
tactile processes on the nose and a larger one on the chin.
Meggie looks forward to going to the International Eelpout
Festival in Minnesota every year.
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126.

tonsillitis

\

This word is from Latin.

\

(a noun)
inflammation of either or both of the pair of prominent masses
of lymphoid tissue that lie one on each side of the throat.
Dr. Graham treated Erica’s tonsillitis with antibiotics.
127.

embryonic

\

The first part of this word is from an originally Greek word that
passed into Latin, and the second part is from an English
combining form.

\

(an adjective)
of or relating to the developing human individual from the time
of implantation to the end of the eighth week after conception.
During embryonic development, cells differentiate to form skin,
muscle and bones.
128.

hellebore

\

This word is from Greek.

\

(a noun)
the dried rhizome and root of a poisonous herb of the lily family
or a powder or extract of this containing alkaloids.
Hellebore has sometimes been used as an insecticide.
129.

monaural

\

\
[\

\]

This word is from an originally Greek part plus a Latin part plus
an English combining form.
(an adjective)
of, relating to or affecting one ear
Tom’s doctor referred him to a specialist to have his monaural
and binaural hearing tested.

130.

garniture

\

This word is from a French word.

\
[\

\]

(a noun)
something that equips or furnishes; specifically : the material in
fireworks that produces stars, fiery rain or other display after
explosion.
Lin Yu calculated how much garniture would be needed to
create the special fireworks for the Independence Day
celebration.

131.

adjuvant

\

\

This word is from Latin.
(a noun)
an ingredient (as in a prescription or solution) that facilitates or
modifies the action of the principal ingredient.
The vaccine containing an adjuvant was thoroughly tested for
safety and effectiveness during the clinical trial.
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132.

cormorant

\

This word is from a Latin word that became French and then
English.

\
[\

\]

(a noun)
any of various dark-colored web-footed seabirds.
In parts of eastern Asia the cormorant is domesticated by
fishermen.
133.

hyrax

\

This word is from an originally Greek word that passed into
Latin.

\

(a noun)
any of a family of small thickset mammals with short legs and
ears, feet with soft pads and broad nails, and a rudimentary tail.
The hyrax feeds on a wide variety of plants and can digest fiber
very efficiently.
134.

brachiate

\

\
[\

\]

This word is from an originally Greek word that passed into
Latin.
(a verb)
move by swinging from one hold to another by the arms.
The children enjoy watching as the chimpanzees playfully
brachiate from tree to tree.

135.

echinoderm

\

This word is from Greek.

\
[\
\]

(a noun)
one of a phylum of radially symmetrical marine animals that
have a true body cavity, a calcareous exoskeleton, a bloodvascular system, a nervous system, and a water-vascular system
that provides tentacles and organs of locomotion.
The starfish is a familiar echinoderm.

136.

intermezzo

\

\
[\

\]

This word came from Italian, which formed it from a Latin
word.
(a noun)
a movement coming between the major sections of a symphony
or other extended work.
The singers were able to take a break while the orchestra
played the intermezzo.

137.

Galilean

\

\

This word is from an Italian name plus an English combining
form.
(an adjective)
of or relating to Italian Galileo Galilei, founder of experimental
physics and astronomy.
Opera glasses are a modified version of the Galilean telescope.
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138.

bobolink

\

This word is from an imitative English word.

\

(a noun)
a common American bird noted for its rollicking musical song.
The bobolink breeds in North America and migrates in winter
to southern South America.
139.

licentiate

\

This word is from Latin.

\
[\

(a noun)

\]

an academic degree ranking below that of a doctor given by
some European institutions of higher education.
After two years’ study, Reverend Pease received a licentiate in
canon law.
140.

analgesic

\

This word is from Greek.

\
[\
\]

(a noun)
an agent for producing insensitivity to pain without loss of
consciousness.
Marge prefers aspirin as an analgesic for headaches.

141.

remontant

\

This word is from French.

\
[\

\]

(an adjective)
flowering again.
Gretchen bought several remontant roses for her garden.

142.

Hippocratic

\

This word is from a Greek name.

\

(an adjective)
of or relating to Hippocrates or to the school of medicine that
took his name.
Dr. Owens takes the Hippocratic oath very seriously.
143.

syzygy

\

This word is from a Greek word that passed into Latin.

\

(a noun)
the nearly straight-line configuration of three celestial bodies in
a gravitational system.
When the sun, the moon and the earth are in syzygy, the tides
are at their highest.
144.

deleterious

\

This word is from Greek.

\
[\
\]

(an adjective)
hurtful or destructive.
The museum did not permit flash photography because of its
possible deleterious effects on the paintings.
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145.

rhizome

\

This word is from Greek.

\

(a noun)
a more or less elongate stem or branch of a plant that is often
thickened or tuber-shaped, is usually horizontal and
underground, and is distinguished from a true root in possessing
buds, nodes and usually scalelike leaves.
The fronds of a fern grow up from the rhizome.
146.

maquette

\

\
[\

\]

This word is from a Latin word that became Italian and then
French.
(a noun)
a usually small preliminary model of something designed
especially to gauge the general appearance or composition of
the thing that is planned.
The article traced the history of the Statue of Liberty from its
first maquette in 1870 to its unveiling in 1886.

147.

saccharide

\

\
[\

\]

The word consists of an originally Sanskrit element that went
from Pali to Greek to Latin plus an originally French combining
form.
(a noun)
a simple sugar, combination of sugars or polymerized sugar.
The juice contains artificial flavors and saccharide.

148.

dactylic

\

This word is from Greek.

\

(an adjective)
of or consisting of a metrical foot of three syllables, the first
being stressed and the last two being unstressed.
Homer’s two epics are written in dactylic hexameter.
149.

wushu

\

This word is from Chinese.

\

(a noun)
Chinese martial arts.
Actor Jet Li was a member of a team that performed wushu for
President Nixon at the White House.
150.

skedaddle

\

This word’s origin is unknown.

\
[\

\]

(a verb)
run away : leave hastily.
Karen has warned her friends that she will skedaddle from the
bazaar if it starts to rain.
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151.

formicary

\

This word is from Latin.

\

(a noun)
an ant hill or ant nest.
Mr. Jones’ once-beautiful lawn is now dotted with one
formicary after another.
152.

sponsalia

\

This word is from Latin.

\

(a noun)
a formal promise or contract for a future marriage between
persons competent to make such a contract.
In Renaissance Italy, a sponsalia resembled the brokering of a
modern-day corporate merger.
153.

iridescent

\

This word is from Latin.

\

(an adjective)
showing colors like those of the rainbow especially in shifting
patterns of hues and shades that vary with a change of light or
point of view.
Louis C. Tiffany developed a famous type of iridescent glass.
154.

posada

\

This word went from Latin to Spanish.

\
[\

\]

(a noun)
an inn in Spanish-speaking countries.
While traveling around Venezuela, Patricia and Maria stayed at
a posada near the beach.

155.

tricephalous

\

This word consists of Greek elements.

\

(an adjective)
having or depicted with three heads.
Orpheus managed to lull the tricephalous watchdog to sleep by
playing his lyre.
156.

inviscate

\

This word is from Latin.

\
[\

\]

(a verb)
encase in a sticky substance : make sticky.
When Lauren learned that some hunters inviscate branches with
birdlime in order to catch birds, she became enraged.

157.

nephrolith

\

\

Both parts of this word are originally Greek.
(a noun)
a kidney stone.
Physicians can now disintegrate a nephrolith by shock waves.
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158.

vulnerary

\

This word is from Latin.

\

(an adjective)
promoting the healing of wounds : curative.
The medical book contained a section about vulnerary herbs.
159.

adzes

\

This word is originally English.

\

(a plural noun)
cutting tools that have a thin arched blade sharpened on the
concave side and set at right angles to the handle and that are
used principally for rough-shaping wood.
Dating back to the Stone Age, adzes are used to carve and
smooth wood.
160.

caisson

\

\
[\

\]

This word is from a word that went from Latin to Old Provençal
to French.
(a noun)
a watertight chamber used in construction work under water (as
in a harbor or river) or as a foundation.
When building the Brooklyn Bridge, workers regularly dug
within a sunken caisson until reaching the bedrock beneath the
East River.

161.

hotelier

\

This word is from French.

\
[\

\]

(a noun)
a proprietor or manager of a building of many rooms chiefly for
overnight accommodation.
Janine complimented the hotelier on the cleanliness of the inn
and the friendliness of the staff.

162.

civet

\

Originally Arabic, this word passed through Italian and then
French before becoming English.

\

(a noun)
any of various Old World carnivorous mammals with a long
body, short legs and a usually long tail.
There are over a dozen different species of civet living in Africa
and Asia.
163.

Bolognese

\

This word is from Italian.

\
[\
\]

(an adjective)
of, relating to or characteristic of Bologna, Italy.
Bolognese sauce is a tomato-based sauce to which beef or pork
has been added.

Page 26 of 65

TheSpellingChamp.com
2016 Round Two Study Guide
164.

embracery

\

This word is from a French word that then became English.

\
[\

\]

(a noun)
the act of one who attempts to or acts so as to influence a court,
jury, or other office or officer corruptly (as by promises, money
or threats).
After trying to bribe a juror, the mobster was arrested and
charged with embracery.

165.

patois

\

This word is from a French word.

\
[\

\]

(a noun)
a dialect other than the standard or literary dialect.
Parisians considered the French spoken in the English court to
be a patois.

166.

intertrigo

\

This word is from Latin.

\

(a noun)
inflammation produced by chafing of adjacent areas of skin.
From pumping his arms while running, the shirtless runner
developed intertrigo on both sides of his upper torso.
167.

cryptozoa

\

This word is from originally Greek elements.

\

(a plural noun)
the animals that live a concealed life among the organic debris
of a forest floor.
Cryptozoa are generally microscopic animals that have not yet
been identified by science.
168.

numismatist

\

This word is from Latin.

\
[\
\]

(a noun)
a specialist in the study of coins : a coin collector.
When Emery wanted to know the value of a coin, he showed it to
his neighbor, who was a numismatist.

169.

paraffin

\

This word was formed in German from Latin elements.

\

(a noun)
a waxy crystalline substance that is white, translucent, odorless,
and tasteless when pure, that is resistant to water and water
vapor, and that is chemically inert.
Duncan prefers candles made of paraffin because he thinks
they burn longer.
170.

vinaigrette

\

\

This word is from a French word.
(a noun)
a sauce made typically of vinegar, oil, onions, parsley and
herbs.
The salad was dressed with a raspberry vinaigrette.
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171.

groceteria

\

This word is formed from a word that went from French to
English plus an English combining form.

\

(a noun)
a self-service store that stocks staple foodstuffs and usually
meats and other foods and many household supplies.
Patrice bought four lemons at the groceteria.
172.

extraordinaire

\

\

[\

\]

This word came from French, which formed it from a Latin
word.
(an adjective)
markedly exceptional.
Laurie considered herself a punster extraordinaire — no matter
what her friends and family said.

173.

tercentenary

\

This word is from Latin.

\
[\

\]

(a noun)
a 300th anniversary or its celebration.
This year Natchez, Mississippi, will celebrate the tercentenary
of its founding.

174.

lidocaine

\

This word consists of an originally German part plus an English
combining form plus another originally German part.

\

(a noun)
a crystalline compound that is used in the form of its
hydrochloride as a local anesthetic.
Leroy’s dentist generally uses lidocaine as a pain-killer.
175.

rutilant

\

This word passed from Latin to English.

\

(an adjective)
having a reddish glow : shining.
The evening sun put a rutilant sheen on the walls of the ancient
citadel.
176.

divestiture

\

\
[\

\]

The first part of this word is from an originally Latin word, and
the second part is an English combining form.
(a noun)
the compulsory transfer of title or disposal of interests (as stock
in a corporation) upon government order.
The Interstate Commerce Commission ordered that the
divestiture of the company be carried out no later than
September 30.
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177.

tachistoscope

\

Both parts of this word are originally Greek.

\

(a noun)
an apparatus for the brief exposure of visual stimuli that is used
in the study of learning, attention and perception.
The teacher used a tachistoscope to encourage the students to
read faster.
178.

bariolage

\

This word is from French.

\

(a noun)
a special effect in violin playing obtained by playing in rapid
alternation upon open and stopped strings.
Björn’s skillful bariolage during the first movement of the violin
partita thrilled the audience.
179.

ochlocracy

\

This word is from Greek.

\

(a noun)
government by the mob : mob rule.
Many ancient Greeks thought that Pericles of Athens had
instituted ochlocracy by giving authority to the people.
180.

ferruginous

\

This word is from Latin.

\
[\

\]

(an adjective)
of or containing iron.
Nearby ferruginous rocks affected the direction of the compass
needle.

181.

krewe

\

This word is an alteration of an English word that was originally
taken from French.

\

(a noun)
a private organization staging festivities (as parades and balls)
during Mardi Gras in New Orleans.
The members of the krewe decorated a huge castle-shaped float
for the parade.
182.

radicchio

\

This word is from a word that went from Latin to Italian.

\
[\

\]

(a noun)
a chicory of a red variety with variegated leaves that is used as a
salad green.
Angela always likes to include radicchio in her salads.

183.

extrorse

\

This word is from Latin.

\
[\

\]

(an adjective)
turned away from the axis of growth.
When the anther, the part of the flower that contains pollen,
turns away from the pistils and toward the petals, it is said to be
“extrorse.”
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184.

strepitous

\

This word is from Latin.

\

(an adjective)
characterized or accompanied by much noise.
Mr. Smithers complained about the strepitous birds outside his
bedroom window to anyone who would listen to him.
185.

ibuprofen

\

This word consists of several originally Greek parts.

\
[\

\]

(a noun)
a nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drug used to relieve pain and
fever.
Because aspirin upsets her stomach, Angela takes ibuprofen to
relieve minor pains.

186.

crudités

\

This word is from French.

\

(a plural noun)
pieces of raw vegetables (as celery, carrots or cauliflower)
served as an hors d’oeuvre often with a dip.
Annabelle brought crudités with homemade hummus to the
holiday party.
187.

empyrean

\

This word consists of a word that went from Greek to Latin,
plus an English combining form.

\
[\
\]

(a noun)
the highest heaven or heavenly sphere in ancient and medieval
cosmology usually described as a sphere of fire or light.
According to Ptolemy, a prominent Greek astronomer and
geographer of his time, there are five heavens, the last of which
is called the “empyrean.”

188.

astrobleme

\

This word consists of two Greek parts.

\

(a noun)
a scar on Earth’s crust made by the impact of a meteorite.
Sudbury Crater in Ontario, Canada, is the second-largest
known astrobleme in the world.
189.

sepulchral

\

This word is from Latin.

\
[\

\]

(an adjective)
having a funereal quality.
Dusk and a vase of gardenias gave the parlor a sepulchral air.

Page 30 of 65

TheSpellingChamp.com
2016 Round Two Study Guide
190.

fenestration

\

The first part of this word is from an originally Latin word, and
the second part is an English combining form.

\

(a noun)
the arrangement, proportioning and design of windows and
doors in a building.
Stylistic changes in fenestration have often reflected advances
in the technology of glassmaking.
191.

tippet

\

This word is originally English.

\

(a noun)
a shoulder cape of fur or cloth often with hanging ends worn
especially by women or by men as a garment of office.
Mrs. Weston begged Jane to put on her tippet so that she would
not catch cold.
192.

divagate

\

This word is from Latin.

\
[\

\]

(a verb)
move or extend in different directions from a common point.
Several ancient caravan routes divagate from the extinct oasis.

193.

vena cava

\

This word is from Latin.

\

(a noun)
one of the large veins by which in air-breathing vertebrates the
blood is returned to the right atrium of the heart.
The inferior vena cava, which returns to the heart deoxygenated
blood from the lower part of the body, is the largest vein in the
human body.
194.

interpellate

\

This word is from Latin.

\
[\

\]

(a verb)
question formally about a governmental policy or decision.
Everyone expects that at the judiciary committee hearing the
senators will interpellate the inspector general about
governmental security lapses.

195.

mucilaginous

\

This word is from Latin.

\

(an adjective)
slimily sticky.
Okra exudes a mucilaginous juice that is a good thickening
agent in soups, stews and gumbo.
196.

disembogue

\

This word is from a word that went from Latin to Spanish.

\
[\

\]

(a verb)
discharge water from an outlet or mouth.
Many streams disembogue into the river along its course.
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197.

zori

\

This word is from Japanese.

\
[\

\]

(a noun)
a flat thonged sandal usually made of straw, cloth, leather or
rubber.
Percy tripped when the toe of his zori got caught between two
planks.

198.

myoglobin

\

This word consists of an originally Greek part and an originally
Latin part plus an English combining form.

\

(a noun)
an iron-containing red pigment in muscles that is similar to
hemoglobin but differs in the smaller size of its molecule, in its
greater tendency to combine with oxygen, and in its absorption
of light at longer wavelengths.
Myoglobin provides extra oxygen to your muscles, helping them
to maintain high levels of activity for longer.
199.

exsufflation

\

\

This word is from Latin.
(a noun)
forcible breathing or blowing out (as in clearing the respiratory
tract).
Patients with respiratory problems often need a mechanical
device for inhalation and exsufflation.

200.

hauberk

\

\

This word is from an originally Germanic word that became
French before becoming English.
(a noun)
a long tunic of ring or chain mail that with a close-fitting helmet
and a shield constituted the main defensive armor of the 12th to
14th centuries.
Most Norman soldiers wore a hauberk, which was put on over
the head.

201.

poltroon

\

\

This word is from a Latin word that became Italian and then
French.
(a noun)
a spiritless coward : a mean-spirited wretch.
The play’s heroine called the antagonist a “low poltroon” and
stalked off the stage to loud applause.
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202.

deuterium

\

\
[\

\]

The first part of this word is originally Greek, and the second
part is an English combining form.
(a noun)
the isotope of hydrogen that has atoms of twice the mass of
ordinary light hydrogen atoms, that occurs naturally in very
small amounts in water, and that is used in nuclear reactions.
Deuterium is extensively used as an isotopic tracer in
investigations of chemical and biochemical reactions involving
hydrogen.

203.

nimious

\

This word is from Latin.

\

(an adjective)
excessive : extravagant.
Oscar, who could barely afford to rent a costume for the
masked charity ball, found the event oppressively nimious.
204.

opalescence

\

This word consists of a part that went from Sanskrit to Latin
plus a Latin combining form.

\

(a noun)
the quality or state of reflecting an iridescent light.
The moonstone’s opalescence gave it a pearly luster.
205.

vermicelli

\

This word came from Italian, which formed it from a Latin
word.

\

(a noun)
pasta made in long thin solid strings smaller in diameter than
spaghetti.
The restaurant served its Cincinnati-style chili over vermicelli.
206.

dentifrice

\

This word is from an originally Latin word that then became
French.

\

(a noun)
a powder, paste or liquid used in cleaning the teeth.
John uses a dentifrice that contains baking soda.
207.

endotracheal

\

\

The first part of this word is from Greek and the second went
from Greek to Latin.
(an adjective)
placed within or passed inside of the windpipe.
The physician had to insert an endotracheal tube to help the
patient breathe.
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208.

plumicorn

\

This word is from Latin.

\

(a noun)
one of the tufts of lengthened feathers on the head of various
owls.
Paul’s cat has hair so long that it looks like she has a
plumicorn in front of each ear.
209.

quadrumanous

\

This word consists of two originally Latin parts plus an English
combining form.

\

(an adjective)
having four hands.
Luke complained that a bass player would have to be
quadrumanous to master the piece he was given to play.
210.

bouffant

\

This word is from French and is imitative in origin.

\
[\

(an adjective)

\]

puffed out : voluminous : flaring.
Lady Bird Johnson and Betty Ford, both wives of U.S.
Presidents, wore their hair in a bouffant style popular in the
1960s and 1970s.
211.

calabrese

\

This word is from an Italian geographical name.

\
[\

\]

(a noun)
a broccoli having a greenish terminal head and similar lateral
heads that develop after the terminal one is cut.
Edmund chopped red pepper and calabrese and added them to
the soup he was making.

212.

emphysema

\

This word is from Greek.

\
[\

\]

(a noun)
a condition characterized by air-filled, blisterlike expansions in
the tissues of the lungs.
Most cases of emphysema are caused by smoking.

213.

macaque

\

This word is from a word that went from Portuguese to French.

\
[\

\]

(a noun)
any of numerous short-tailed Old World monkeys chiefly of
southern Asia and the East Indies.
The islanders trained a macaque to perform several routines
for public entertainment.
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214.

Ponzi

\

This word is from an Italian-American name.

\

(a noun)
an investment swindle in which some early investors are paid
off with the money put up by later ones in order to encourage
more and bigger risks.
The mastermind behind the Ponzi scheme was sent to jail for
many years for stealing millions of dollars.
215.

acetaminophen

\

This word is made up of a part that went from Latin to French,
an originally Egyptian part that went from Greek to Latin plus a
Latin part and an originally Greek part.

\
[\

\]

(a noun)
a crystalline compound that is used in chemical synthesis and in
medicine instead of aspirin to relieve pain and fever.
John took the recommended dose of acetaminophen to relieve
his headache.
216.

sombra

\

Probably originally from a Latin word, this word passed from
Spanish to Mexican Spanish.

\

(a noun)
the shady side or section of a bullfight arena.
Lori was glad she had requested a seat in the sombra.
217.

tragopan

\

This word is from an originally Greek word that passed into
Latin.

\

(a noun)
any of several brilliantly colored Asiatic pheasants.
Jaycee admired the red-orange feathers of the tragopan at the
zoo.
218.

habeas corpus

\

This word passed from Latin to English.

\

(a noun)
any of several common-law writs, especially a writ for inquiring
into the lawfulness of the restraint of a person who is
imprisoned or detained in another’s custody.
The petitioner brought a writ of habeas corpus to the court to
determine if the prisoner had been unlawfully detained.
219.

propinquity

\
[\

This word is from Latin.

\
\]

(a noun)
nearness in place : proximity.
The roots of the trees in close propinquity to the new sidewalk
will soon ruin it.
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220.

Nostradamus

\

This word is from a French name.

\
[\

\]

(a noun)
one professing to foretell future events.
Wally consulted the local Nostradamus for football predictions.

221.

reboation

\

This word is formed from a Latin word plus a combining form
that went from Latin to French to English.

\

(a noun)
a loud reverberation.
The reboation of the ship’s foghorn signaled the ship’s entrance
into the harbor.
222.

demulcent

\

This word is from Latin.

\
[\

\]

(an adjective)
soothing : softening.
The pharmacist told Boris that a demulcent syrup would be best
for his sore throat.

223.

preterition

\

This word is from Latin.

\

(a noun)
a passing over with brief mention in order to emphasize
rhetorically the suggestiveness of what is omitted.
“I won’t even mention his lesser crimes,” cried the orator in
preterition.
224.

ravigote

\

This word came from French, which formed it from a Latin
word.

\

(a noun)
a sauce or dressing colored green with spinach puree and
seasoned with vinegar and a mixture of herbs.
The specialty of the seafood brunch was shrimp ravigote.
225.

thrasonical

\

This word is from a Roman literary name.

\

(an adjective)
bragging : boastful.
Cleo’s father asked her not to be thrasonical about her birthday
presents in front of her brother.
226.

Gruyère

\

This word is from a Swiss geographical name.

\
[\

\]

(a noun)
a pressed whole-milk cheese of a pale yellow color and nutty
flavor and usually with small holes.
Kelly loves macaroni and cheese made with Gruyère.
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227.

millegrain

\

This word is from French.

\

(an adjective)
of a gem setting: having the edge shaped into a fine beading.
The ring Marissa inherited from her great-grandmother had a
large diamond and a band decorated with a millegrain edge.
228.

kipfel

\

This word is from an originally German word.

\

(a noun)
a crescent-shaped cookie or roll.
Sarah Jane’s mouth began to water for a kipfel as she walked in
the door and smelled them baking.
229.

mellisonant

\

This word consists of two Latin elements.

\
[\

\]

(an adjective)
pleasing to the ear.
Tonia’s mellisonant voice never fails to put her daughters to
sleep.

230.

poignard

\

This word is from French, which formed it from Latin.

\
[\

\]

(a noun)
a dagger with a usually slender triangular or square blade.
A large, heavy poignard is used in Central and South America
for cutting vegetation.

231.

colcannon

\

\
[\

\]

This word was formed in Irish Gaelic from a part that went from
Latin to Irish and two parts that were originally Irish.
(a noun)
potatoes and cabbage or other greens boiled and mashed
together.
The restaurant changes its menu regularly, but the side dish of
colcannon is always featured.

232.

geige

\

\

This word is from German.
(a noun)
a bowed stringed musical instrument that has four strings tuned
at intervals of a fifth and is placed on the shoulder at right
angles with the neck.
Victor gave his music teacher some chocolates in a gift box
shaped like a geige.
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233.

paroxysmal

\

This word is from an originally Greek word that passed into
Latin and then French.

\

(an adjective)
marked or accompanied by sudden attacks or spasms (as of a
disease).
Mike’s whooping cough was treated with antibiotics in its early
paroxysmal stage.
234.

quadriga

\

This word is from Latin.

\

(a noun)
an ancient Roman car or chariot drawn by four horses.
The famous Brandenburg Gate in Germany features a statue of
a quadriga at its top.
235.

flèche

\

This word is from Germanic-derived French.

\
[\

\]

(a noun)
a method of reaching the opponent that is used especially in
fencing with saber or épée and that consists of one or more
rapid steps forward beginning with the rear foot.
Nate’s coach advised him to take advantage of his speed and try
a flèche against his next opponent.

236.

triglycerides

\

\

This word consists of two Greek parts plus an English
combining form.
(a plural noun)
compounds containing three ester groups of glycerol with one,
two or three different acids.
Researchers report that triglycerides significantly contribute to
the progression of coronary artery disease.

237.

vaccary

\

This word is from Latin.

\

(a noun)
a place where cows or cattle are kept : a dairy farm.
The teacher plans to take her students to a vaccary during their
study of the dairy food group.
238.

topazolite

\

\

This word was formed in French from two parts that went from
Greek to Latin to French to English and a part that went from
Greek to French.
(a noun)
a yellowish or green garnet.
Sally used an antique brooch made of topazolite as a shawl pin.
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239.

seismism

\

This word is from Greek.

\

(a noun)
earthquake phenomena.
Ralph gave a report about seismism in Chinese folklore.
240.

nisse

\

This word is from Swedish or Danish or Norwegian.

\

(a noun)
a friendly goblin or brownie of Scandinavian folklore that
frequents farm buildings.
It is said that if the nisse is treated well, he will keep a friendly
eye on the animals in the barn and help out with small chores
around the farm.
241.

shar-pei

\

This word is from Chinese.

\
[\

\]

(a noun)
any of an ancient breed of dogs originating in China that have
loose wrinkled skin especially when young, a short bristly coat,
a blue-black tongue and a wide blunt muzzle.
Pictures on pottery indicate that the shar-pei as a breed may
date as far back as 200 B.C.

242.

jalousie

\

This word is from a French word.

\

(a noun)
a blind or shutter having horizontal slats that are adjustable or
fixed at an angle.
Helen hung a jalousie in each downstairs window of her new
house.
243.

orogeny

\

\

This word is from Greek.
(a noun)
the process of mountain making especially by folding of Earth’s
crust.
Mrs. Scott was demonstrating orogeny when she used a piece of
carpet to show how mountains form.

244.

goanna

\

\

This word is from a word that went from Arawak to Spanish.
(a noun)
any of several large monitor lizards of a family of large tropical
Old World lizards having an elongated neck and tail and welldeveloped limbs and being terrestrial or semiaquatic and
voraciously carnivorous.
While visiting the Australia Zoo, Terri was excited to see a
canopy goanna.
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245.

lustrum

\

This word is from Latin.

\

(a noun)
a period of five years.
At their fifth anniversary celebration Eva and Cody referred to
their marriage as a “lustrum of love and bliss.”
246.

echolalia

\

\
[\

\]

The first part of this word went from Greek to Latin and the
second part is from Greek.
(a noun)
the often pathological repetition of what is said by other people
as if imitating them.
The speech of autistic persons is sometimes characterized by
echolalia.

247.

succade

\

This word is from an originally Sanskrit element that went
through Prakrit, Persian, Arabic, Italian, Provençal and French
before entering English.

\

(a noun)
a preserve or confection made from fruit : preserved or
crystallized fruit.
Aunt Gillian’s orchards have provided fruit for many a jar of
succade.
248.

floribunda

\

\

This word is from Latin.
(a noun)
any of various bush roses derived from crosses of polyantha and
tea roses and characterized by large seldom fragrant flowers in
open clusters.
Nelson planted a pink floribunda beside the back door.

249.

glengarry

\

This word is from a Scottish geographical name.

\

(a noun)
a woolen cap of Scottish origin typically having a crease in the
crown from front to back and edges bound with ribbon that ends
in the back in two small streamers.
Each bagpiper was wearing a glengarry, a kilt, a sporran and
spats.
250.

dorsicollar

\

\

This word consists of two Latin elements.
(an adjective)
belonging or relating to the back and neck.
The car accident left Sheila with dorsicollar injuries and a
broken leg.
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251.

solenoid

\

This word is from Greek.

\
[\

\]

(a noun)
a coil of wire commonly in the form of a long cylinder that
carries a current.
It took a long time to trace the power failure to a faulty
solenoid.

252.

primogeniture

\

\

This word is from Latin.
(a noun)
the state of being the firstborn of the children of the same
parents.
Male primogeniture was used to determine inheritance of real
estate and titles in Scotland until an act of Parliament abolished
the practice in 1964.

253.

zetetic

\

This word is from Greek.

\

(an adjective)
proceeding by inquiry.
The class government has its own zetetic justice system.
254.

fugacity

\

\

The first part of this word is from an originally Latin word, and
the second part is an English combining form.
(a noun)
lack of enduring qualities : transience.
The movie star soon experienced the fugacity of public
adoration.

255.

sommelier

\

This word is from a word that went from Latin to Provençal to
French.

\

(a noun)
a waiter in a restaurant who has charge of wines and their
service.
The young sommelier is working to improve his knowledge of
northern Italian wines.
256.

delphinium

\

\

This word is from a word that went from Greek to Latin.
(a noun)
a chiefly perennial plant that is widely distributed in temperate
parts of the northern hemisphere and has irregular flowers in
showy spikes.
Many gardeners love the brilliant blue color of the delphinium
but don’t realize that the plant is poisonous.
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257.

tempeh

\

This word is from Javanese.

\

(a noun)
an Asian food prepared by fermenting soybeans.
Lauren suggested that Celia crumble some tempeh in the
enchilada casserole to add protein.
258.

au pair

\

This word is from French.

\

(a noun)
a usually young foreign person who does domestic work for a
family in return for room and board and the opportunity to learn
the family’s language.
In the documentary Spellbound, 1999 Scripps National Spelling
Bee contestant Emily Stagg noted that she was going to Bee
Week without her au pair.
259.

lovage

\

Originally from Latin, this word passed through Anglo-French
before becoming English.

\

(a noun)
a coarse herb of rocky or marshy coasts of northwestern Europe
and eastern North America with fleshy leaves sometimes used
as a potherb.
Juliet planted lovage, basil and thyme in her herb garden.
260.

rangiferine

\

\

The first part of this word is from Latin, which probably took it
from a word that went from Old Norse to French, and the
second part of this word is a Latin-derived English combining
form.
(an adjective)
of or relating to a genus consisting of the domestic and wild
reindeer and caribou.
In the winter, rangiferine animals usually feed on the lichens
growing on trees.

261.

bascule

\

\

This word is from a French word.
(a noun)
an apparatus or structure in which one end is counterbalanced
by the other on the principle of the seesaw or by weights (as in a
bascule bridge).
The Tower Bridge in London has a bascule that allows the
bridge to be raised for ship traffic.

262.

potoo

\

\

This word is an imitative word.
(a noun)
a large, long-winged bird of South America and the West
Indies, having a short wide bill, short legs, and soft mottled
plumage, and feeding on insects which it catches on the wing.
The excellent camouflage of the potoo allows it to appear as if it
is part of a tree branch.
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263.

cyrillic

\

This word is from a Slavic name.

\

(an adjective)
constituting or written in the alphabet used for Russian and
many other Slavic languages.
Tomiko puzzled over the cyrillic writing on the Moscow subway
station sign.
264.

uveal

\

This word is from a Latin word plus a combining form that
came to English from French and Latin.

\

(an adjective)
of, relating to or affecting the posterior pigmented layer of the
iris of the eye.
Uveal cysts are most commonly seen in dogs but can also occur
in cats and horses.
265.

moraine

\

This word is from a French word.

\
[\

\]

(a noun)
an accumulation of earth and stones carried and finally
deposited by a glacier.
Moraine is composed of an unsorted mix of earth and stones
that range in size from powdery sediment to large boulders.

266.

strychnine

\

\
[\

\]

This word is from French, which formed it from a Greekderived Latin word.
(a noun)
a very poisonous bitter crystalline alkaloid used in medicine
chiefly as a tonic and stimulant for the central nervous system
and also as a rodenticide.
Strychnine is commonly used to kill rodents and other pests.

267.

gagaku

\

This word is from Japanese.

\

(a noun)
the ancient court music of Japan.
Gagaku is played using wind, string and percussion
instruments.
268.

flavescent

\

This word is from Latin.

\
[\

\]

(an adjective)
yellowish : turning yellow.
Kara enjoyed watching the flavescent peacock fish swim in its
large aquarium.
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269.

trichinosis

\

This word is from Greek.

\

(a noun)
infestation with or disease caused by certain nematode worms
contracted by eating raw or undercooked infested food and
especially pork.
Madeline cooked the pork chops well so there would be no
danger of trichinosis.
270.

bouillon

\

This word is from a French word.

\

(a noun)

[\
\]

a broth made by slow boiling of meat and especially beef in
water.
Benny learned how to make bouillon in his home economics
class.

271.

mbira

\

This word is from Shona, a language group of southern Africa.

\
[\

\]

(a noun)
an African musical instrument that consists of a gourd
resonator, a wooden box and a varying number of tuned metal
or wooden strips that vibrate when plucked with the thumb or
fingers.
The mbira is usually played with both thumbs and the right
index finger.

272.

simpatico

\

\
[\

\]

Originally from a Greek-derived Latin word, this word passed
into Italian and Spanish.
(an adjective)
possessing attractive qualities : appealing : likable.
The hero of the novel is a thoroughly simpatico character.

273.

pruritus

\

\

This word is from Latin.
(a noun)
localized or generalized itching due to irritation of sensory
nerve endings from organic or psychogenic causes.
Alice rubbed an ointment on her arm to relieve her pruritus.

274.

dabchick

\

\

This word consists of two originally English elements.
(a noun)
any of several small aquatic birds that are expert divers and able
to swim long distances under water.
Fiona spotted a pied-bill dabchick in the pond.
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275.

balisaur

\

This word was formed in Hindi from originally Sanskrit parts.

\

(a noun)
a large short-legged Asiatic badger with white fur tipped with
black and white markings on face, neck, tail and ears.
The omnivorous balisaur uses its piglike snout to get insects,
roots and tubers from the ground.
276.

ossicle

\

This word is from Latin.

\

(a noun)
any of certain small bones.
The sports doctor told Nate that an ossicle in his left ear had
been damaged by the blow from his opponent.
277.

abecedarius

\

This word is from Latin.

\

(a noun)
a poem in which the lines or stanzas begin with the letters of the
alphabet in regular order.
The teacher used an abecedarius about animals to teach
kindergartners the alphabet.
278.

demitasse

\

This word consists of a part that went from Latin to French to
English plus a part that went from Persian to Arabic to French.

\
[\

\]

(a noun)
a small cup of coffee usually taken black.
Nathan sipped his demitasse nervously while he waited for his
attorney.
279.

boniato

\

This word is from American Spanish, which perhaps took it
from Taino.

\

(a noun)
a sweet potato having white dry flesh with little sweetness that
is usually grown in subtropical regions (as Cuba and southern
Florida).
The boniato is rich in vitamin A.
280.

almoner

\

Originally Latin, this word passed through French to English.

\
[\

(a noun)

\]

one who distributes charitable gifts, often for another.
In his role as the king’s almoner, Jared tossed a few pennies to
the audience.
281.

pyretogenic

\

This word is from Greek.

\
[\

\]

(an adjective)
inducing fever.
Because Jamie’s illness was not pyretogenic, his mom did not
initially believe that he was sick.
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282.

cutigeral

\

This word consists of two Latin elements.

\

(an adjective)
bearing skin.
Lavinia’s pet deer was limping because of the infection in the
cutigeral cavity of his left front hoof.
283.

skewbald

\

This word is from a Germanic element that went into French
and then English plus an English element.

\

(an adjective)
marked with spots and patches of white and some other color —
used of an animal, especially of horses.
Sheldon rode a beautiful skewbald horse in the parade.
284.

lenticula

\

This word is from Latin.

\

(a noun)
a small brownish spot in the skin usually due to precipitation of
pigment on exposure to sunlight : a freckle.
The dermatologist explained that the lenticula on Charlene’s
face was an ordinary freckle, not a sign of melanoma.
285.

arenaceous

\

This word is from Latin.

\

(an adjective)
growing in sandy places.
Arenaceous plants develop blossoms after the first spring rain.
286.

frazil

\

This word passed from Latin to French to Canadian French.

\
[\

\]

(a noun)
ice crystals or granules sometimes resembling slush that are
formed in turbulent water.
On his early morning walk, James noticed that frazil had
formed on the upstream side of the rocks near the edge of the
river.

287.

threnody

\

\

This word is from Greek.
(a noun)
a song, poem, composition or speech of lamentation especially
for someone dead or something regarded as dead : a dirge.
Asked to write a threnody for English class, Libby composed a
song about the death of a robin.

288.

pucellas

\

\

This word is from Italian.
(a plural noun)
a spring tool resembling tongs and used for shaping molten
glass.
The glassblower used the pucellas to grasp the lip of the vase
and turn it over in a graceful curve.
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289.

accipiter

\

This word is from Latin.

\
[\

\]

(a noun)
any hawk of a genus comprising small or medium-sized hawks
that have rather short wings and comparatively long legs and
tail and that usually fly low.
Calvin spotted an accipiter darting among the trees.

290.

pharmaceutics

\

This word is from Greek.

\

(a plural noun)
the science of preparing, using or dispensing medicines.
A degree in pharmaceutics is one of the requirements for a job
in the drug research laboratory.
291.

lagomorph

\

This word is from an originally Greek word that passed into
Latin.

\

(a noun)
any of several gnawing animals (as hare, rabbit or pika)
resembling the rodents.
A lagomorph has well-developed incisors to help it sever plant
stems and gnaw on bark.
292.

gnocchi

\

\
[\

\]

This word is from an Italian word which is probably originally
of Germanic origin.
(a plural noun)
dumplings of a pasta often made with cheese or riced potato and
served with a sauce.
Celeste ladled a cream sauce over the gnocchi before serving
them.

293.

zazen

\

This word is from Japanese.

\

(a noun)
Zen meditation.
Sitting in the lotus position, Naomi found she slipped easily into
a state of zazen.
294.

ankh

\

This word is from Egyptian.

\
[\

\]

(a noun)
a figure like a cross having a loop instead of an upper vertical
arm used especially in ancient Egypt as an attribute or sacred
emblem symbolizing life.
Roger’s first discovery as an Egyptian archaeologist was a gold
ankh.
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295.

gudgeon

\

Originally Greek, this word passed from Latin to French before
becoming English.

\

(a noun)
any of numerous spiny-finned fishes, usually having a broad
depressed head and large mouth, and occurring chiefly in
shallow coastal waters.
The gudgeon is normally active during the day and feeds on
worms, insects and small mollusks.
296.

boobook

\

This word is imitative in origin.

\
[\

(a noun)

\]

a small owl of Australia, New Zealand, New Guinea and some
associated Pacific islands.
The boobook is named for its distinctive two-note call.
297.

ceraceous

\

This word consists of a Latin part plus an English combining
form.

\

(an adjective)
like wax : waxy.
Papaya fruits are covered with a ceraceous skin.
298.

kanban

\

This word is from Japanese.

\

(a noun)
a manufacturing strategy wherein parts are produced or
delivered only as needed.
The factory converted to kanban in order to meet the new
owner’s efficiency goals.
299.

pace

\

This word is from Latin.

\

(a preposition)
with all due respect or courtesy to.
Jeff is set on becoming an artist, pace his father’s wish that he
study accounting.
300.

expugnable

\

This word is from Latin.

\
[\

\]

(an adjective)
capable of being conquered or taken by storm.
A gentle slope leading up to the castle’s left side made it easily
expugnable.
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301.

oscillometer

\

The first part of this word is from an originally Latin word, and
the second part is from an originally Greek word.

\

(a noun)
an instrument for measuring the changes in pulsations in the
arteries especially of the extremities.
Some blood pressure instruments are equipped with an
oscillometer to measure pressure fluctuations.
302.

gnosis

\

This word is from Greek.

\

(a noun)
the act or process of cognition or knowing.
Sky Masterson could not explain how he would recognize his
one true love, but simply declared that it would be through an
act of gnosis.
303.

bibelot

\

\
[\

\]

This word is from an originally Greek word that passed into
Latin and then French.
(a noun)
a small household ornament or decorative object : a trinket.
Mrs. Carnes gave her toddler a bibelot to play with while the
women discussed plans for the rally.

304.

tichodrome

\

Both parts of this word are originally Greek.

\
[\

\]

(a noun)
a small bird that is mostly gray, black, and white with a crimson
wing patch; inhabits cliffs in the mountains of southern Asia,
Europe, and northern Africa; and frequents the walls of towns
during migration.
The tichodrome that Philippe spotted while rock-climbing in
France would be called a “wall creeper” by most of his
American friends.

305.

yardang

\

This word is from Turkish.

\

(a noun)
a sharp-crested ridge carved by wind erosion from soft but
coherent deposits (as clayey sand).
A yardang marked the boundary between the sand dunes and
the surrounding hillside.
306.

laccolith

\

\

This word is formed from a Greek word plus an originally
Greek part.
(a noun)
a mass of igneous rock intruded between sedimentary beds and
producing a domic bulging of the overlying strata.
A laccolith typically forms when magma from the earth’s
mantle pushes upward on sedimentary rock layers to form a
dome shape.
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307.

Darjeeling

\

This word is from a Bengali geographical name.

\

(a noun)
high quality tea grown especially in northern India.
Anthony’s mother always purchased her Darjeeling from an
importer in Chicago.
308.

trigeminal

\

This word consists of a Latin part plus an English combining
form.

\

(an adjective)
of, relating to or being the pair of mixed cranial nerves with the
sensory root dividing into ophthalmic, maxillary, and
mandibular nerves and the motor root supplying fibers to the
mandibular nerve and through this to the chewing muscles.
Trigeminal neuralgia is a condition characterized by intense
pain in the face.
309.

aciniform

\

The first part of this word is from an originally Latin word, and
the second part is an English combining form.

\

(an adjective)
shaped like a cluster of grapes.
The aciniform glands of the spider produce silk used for
wrapping their next meal.
310.

pseudonymous

\

This word is from Greek.

\

(an adjective)
bearing or using a false or fictitious name.
Theodor Geisel is the pseudonymous author of The Cat in the
Hat and Green Eggs and Ham.
311.

oeuvre

\

\
[\

\]

This word came from French, which formed it from a Latin
word.
(a noun)
a substantial body of work constituting the lifework of a writer,
an artist or a composer.
The poet won the award not for any particular work but for his
oeuvre.

312.

solmizate

\

\

This word came from French, which formed it from a Latin
word.
(a verb)
sing using a set of syllables to denote the tones of a musical
scale.
Mrs. Ward’s advanced chorus students always solmizate at the
beginning of class to warm up their voices.
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313.

Basenji

\

This word is from Bantu.

\

(a noun)
an African breed of small compact curly-tailed chestnut-brown
dogs that rarely bark.
The Basenji is energetic and good at climbing.
314.

Keplerian

\

This word is from a German name plus an English combining
form.

\

(an adjective)
being in accord with Johannes Kepler’s laws of planetary
motion.
The six Keplerian elements define satellite orbits.
315.

atlatl

\

This word is of Uto-Aztecan origin.

\
[\

\]

(a noun)
throwing-stick; specifically : the spear thrower of ancient
Mexico.
Taylor’s favorite piece in the British Museum’s collection was
the wooden atlatl.

316.

serricorn

\

This word is from Latin.

\

(an adjective)
relating to a division of beetles in which the antennae are
usually notched or toothed along their inner margin.
Looking through an old dictionary, Liam saw an intricate
illustration of a serricorn beetle from the Elateridae family.
317.

vinculum

\

This word is from Latin.

\

(a noun)
a unifying bond.
A shared love of dolls is the vinculum between Delia and
Christine, who are otherwise very different.
318.

moiré

\

This word is from a French word.

\
[\

\]

(a noun)
a fabric (as a corded silk or rayon) having a wavy watered
appearance.
Mallory’s favorite purse is lined with navy blue moiré.

319.

durezza

\

\

This word is from Italian.
(a noun)
harshness.
The conductor told Clem to play the passage with a little less
durezza.
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320.

badinage

\

This word is from a word that went from Latin to Old Provençal
to French.

\

(a noun)
light and playful repartee or wit : banter.
The bus driver frequently engages in badinage with her more
lively passengers.
321.

ailette

\

This word is from French.

\

(a noun)
a plate of forged iron or steel worn over a coat of mail to protect
the shoulder.
A leather cord was used to attach the ailette to a knight’s
shoulder.
322.

hierurgical

\

\
[\

\]

This word consists of a Greek part plus an English combining
form.
(an adjective)
of or relating to an act or rite of worship.
The seminarians were well trained in the hierurgical
ceremonies of the church.

323.

revendicate

\

This word came from French, which formed it from a Latin
word.

\

(a verb)
recover by a formal demand for restoration.
Though the emigrants are hopeful, few believe that they will
revendicate their former homes after the war.
324.

pyrophyte

\

Both parts of this word are originally Greek.

\

(a noun)
a woody plant with unusual resistance to fire because of
exceptionally thick bark.
A pyrophyte usually has watery sap and leaves that are moist
and supple.
325.

turbinado

\

\

This word comes from a word that went from Latin to French to
Spanish.
(a noun)
partially refined cane sugar that has been washed and dried and
is used in industry and food processing.
A shipment of turbinado was mistakenly delivered to the
pharmacy.
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326.

avodire

\

This word is from French.

\

(a noun)
the smooth-textured decorative whitish to pale yellow wood of a
large tropical West African tree of the mahogany family used
for cabinetmaking.
Margaret recently bought an expensive buffet made of avodire
for the dining room in her new house.
327.

bacalao

\

This word is from Spanish.

\
[\

(a noun)

\]

a codfish.
Señora Guzman made a special dish of salted bacalao with
tomatoes for her guests.
328.

Gibraltarians

\

\
[\

\]

This word consists of an Iberian geographical name plus an
English combining form.
(a plural noun)
natives or inhabitants of a British territory on the south of the
Iberian peninsula.
Though the official language of the territory is English, many
Gibraltarians speak at least one other language.

329.

rabanna

\

This word is from Malagasy.

\

(a noun)
a coarse matting handwoven from raffia fibers in Madagascar.
The villager sat on a mat of rabanna and watched the children
playing.
330.

cenotaph

\

This word is from Greek.

\

(a noun)
a tomb or a monument erected in honor of a person whose body
is elsewhere.
The magnificent cenotaph honoring Abraham Lincoln has been
a major attraction in Washington, D.C.
331.

Appaloosa

\

This word is probably from an American Indian name.

\
[\

\]

(a noun)
one of a breed of rugged saddle horses developed in western
North America from stock of Spanish origin and distinguished
by a mottled skin and a patch of white hair over the rump and
loins that is blotched or dotted with darker color.
Sherry begged her father in vain to buy her an Appaloosa for
her birthday.

Page 53 of 65

TheSpellingChamp.com
2016 Round Two Study Guide
332.

chanteuse

\

\
[\

\]

The first part of this word is originally Latin and went through
French, and the second part is a French combining form.
(a noun)
a female singer; especially : a woman who sings in concert halls
or nightclubs.
The chanteuse, a music teacher at the town’s private school,
sang at the local performing arts center on weekends.

333.

adrenergic

\

The first part of this word is from an originally Latin word, and
the second part is from an originally Greek word.

\

(an adjective)
activated by adrenaline.
Adrenergic receptors are generally linked with the sympathetic
nervous system, which is responsible for the “fight or flight”
response.
334.

campanulate

\

\
[\

\]

This word is from an originally Latin word plus an English
combining form.
(an adjective)
shaped like a bell.
Bryce can always recognize a daffodil by its campanulate
center corona.

335.

taconite

\

\

The first part of this word is from a U.S. geographic name and
the second is an English combining form.
(a noun)
a flintlike rock containing granules of iron oxide that is high
enough in iron content to become commercially valuable as an
ore.
As the amount of high-quality iron ore has decreased in the
United States, taconite has become increasingly commercially
important as a source of iron.

336.

Yeatsian

\

\

This word is from an Irish name plus an English combining
form.
(an adjective)
of or relating to W.B. Yeats or his poetic style or influence.
The young poet published a series of Yeatsian poems expressing
the romance of history and nature.

337.

baize

\

\

This word is from a word that went from Latin to French.
(a noun)
a coarsely woven woolen or cotton fabric napped to imitate felt
and dyed in solid colors.
Joseph’s billiards table is covered in green baize.
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338.

anastrophe

\

This word passed from Greek to Latin.

\

(a noun)
inversion of the usual syntactical order of words for rhetorical
effect.
An example of anastrophe appears in the poem “Jabberwocky”
in the line “So rested he by the Tumtum tree.”
339.

catadromous

\

This word was formed in Latin from originally Greek parts.

\
[\

\]

(an adjective)
living in fresh water and going to the sea to spawn.
The American eel is catadromous, journeying from rivers to the
depths of the ocean to lay eggs in the water.

340.

saskatoon

\

This word is from a Canadian geographical name.

\

(a noun)
a widely distributed shrubby Juneberry of the northern and
western United States and adjacent Canada that has leaves like
those of an alder and sweet usually purple fruit.
Millie spent a happy hour picking berries from a saskatoon that
she found while hiking.
341.

toroidal

\

This word is formed from a Latin element plus a Latin-derived
English element.

\

(an adjective)
doughnut-shaped.
Bridget could not identify the toroidal object in her backpack
and had no idea where it came from.
342.

viticetum

\

This word is from Latin.

\
[\

\]

(a noun)
a growth or plantation of vines, especially grapevines.
Mr. Sampson owns the largest viticetum in the county.

343.

cuttanee

\

\

This word is from Hindi, which formed it from an Arabic word.
(a noun)
piece goods of fine linen or of mixed silk and cotton made in
India.
Garments made of cuttanee are usually striped and sometimes
have floral motifs.
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344.

Aleutian

\

This word is from a Russian word plus an English combining
form.

\
[\

\]

(an adjective)
of or relating to the 14 large volcanic islands and 57 smaller
ones forming part of the Aleutian arc in the Northern Pacific
Ocean.
As might be expected, Aleutian wildlife features many large
colonies of seabirds.
345.

repristinate

\

This word is formed from three originally Latin elements.

\

(a verb)
restore to an original state or condition : revive.
Bonnie and Greg repristinate old farm houses for a living.
346.

fianchetto

\

\
[

\]

This word is from an element that went from French to Italian
plus an Italian element.
(a verb)
move (a bishop) in a chess game to the position Knight 2.
The analysts correctly predicted that Evangeline would
fianchetto her bishop.

347.

anadiplosis

\

This word is from Greek.

\

(a noun)
repetition of a prominent word — usually the last in a phrase,
clause, sentence or verse — at the beginning of the next phrase,
clause, sentence or verse.
An example of anadiplosis is found in the sentence “He
overcame his misfortunes — misfortunes he could not have
foreseen.”
348.

radiolarian

\

This word is from Latin.

\

(a noun)
a single-celled marine animal having a spherical body with
threadlike projections.
When a radiolarian dies, its minuscule skeletal remains sink to
the ocean floor to become part of the ooze.
349.

ustion

\

\
[\

\]

This word came from French, which formed it from a Latin
word.
(a noun)
the action of burning.
Finding the paper too thick to tear or cut easily, Richard
resorted to ustion to destroy it completely.
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350.

rinceau

\

This word came from French, which formed it from a Latin
word.

\

(a noun)
an ornamental motif consisting essentially of a winding and
branching scroll elaborated with leaves and other natural forms.
A twining rinceau was carved in stone around the doorway.
351.

atamasco

\

This word is from a Virginia Algonquian word.

\

(a noun)
a plant of a genus of American bulbous plants having pink,
white or yellowish solitary flowers with broad segments and
stamens of different lengths.
Catalina saw a beautiful white atamasco lily while touring the
Florida wetlands.
352.

catalufa

\

Originally from Italian, this word passed from Spanish to
American Spanish.

\

(a noun)
any of various brightly colored carnivorous marine percoid
fishes of tropical seas.
Darius saw a brightly colored catalufa while he was scuba
diving off the coast of Aruba.
353.

adiaphoron

\

This word is from Greek.

\
[\

(a noun)

\]

a religious ceremonial or ritual observance that is held to be an
affair of the individual conscience because it is neither
forbidden nor enjoined by the scriptures.
Presbyterians sometimes considered the use of musical
instruments as an element of worship to be an adiaphoron.
354.

towhee

\

This word is imitative in origin.

\
[\

\]

(a noun)
a common finch of eastern North America having the male
black, white and reddish and the female with brown instead of
black.
Duncan watched the towhee through his new binoculars.

355.

urubu

\

\

Originally from Tupi, this word passed to Spanish and
Portuguese.
(a noun)
an American vulture that is smaller than the turkey buzzard and
heavier in flight.
Sam was impressed with the zoo’s pair of Andean condors, but
he was disappointed that the urubu was off exhibit.
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356.

anhinga

\

This word is from an originally Tupi word that passed into
Portuguese.

\

(a noun)
an American fish-eating bird having a long slender neck, small
head, and sharp-pointed bill; chiefly frequenting inland streams,
lakes, and swamps; and being very expert swimmers and divers.
Tanya spotted an anhinga while hiking in the Everglades park.
357.

Elohistic

\

This word is from Hebrew.

\

(an adjective)
of, relating to or characteristic of one of the supposed ancient
biblical sources.
The scholar spent hours reading through the Elohistic
passages.
358.

allelopathy

\

Both parts of this word are originally Greek.

\
[\

\]

(a noun)
the reputed baneful influence of one living plant upon another
due to secretion of toxic substances.
Black walnut trees need a great deal of light, so they use
allelopathy to keep other trees from growing too close to them.

359.

putsch

\

This word is from an imitative German word.

\

(a noun)
a secretly plotted and suddenly executed attempt to overthrow a
government or governing body.
The right-wing nationalist group plotted a putsch for early
September.
360.

watteau

\

This word is from a French name.

\
[\

\]

(a noun)
a hat having a shallow crown and a wide brim turned up at the
back to hold flower trimmings.
Betty celebrated the coming of spring by wearing her straw
watteau delicately decorated with pink and red roses.

361.

Talavera

\

\

This word is from a Spanish geographical name.
(a noun)
colorful glazed and decorated earthenware of Spanish or
Spanish colonial origin.
Marianna purchased her set of Talavera during her honeymoon
in Madrid.
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362.

chinook

\

This word is from Chehalis.

\
[\

\]

(a noun)
a warm dry wind that descends the eastern slopes of the Rocky
mountains.
The sudden rise in temperature was caused by a chinook that
rolled over the Canadian Rockies.

363.

zaibatsu

\

This word is from Japanese.

\

(a plural noun)
the powerful financial and industrial conglomerates of Japan.
Keiko intended that her electronics company become one of the
zaibatsu.
364.

coulibiac

\

This word is from a word that went from Russian to French.

\

(a noun)
fish rolled in pastry dough and baked.
Burton’s entry in the cooking contest was a coulibiac of smoked
trout.
365.

octateuch

\

\
[\

\]

This word is from an originally Greek word that passed into
Latin.
(a noun)
a collection of eight books; especially : the first eight books of
the Hebrew Bible.
The rabbi read from the antique octateuch, turning the pages
with great care.

366.

bunraku

\

\

This word is from Japanese.
(a noun)
Japanese puppet theater featuring large costumed wooden
puppets, onstage puppeteers and a chanter who speaks all the
lines.
Bunraku features four-foot-high dolls adroitly manipulated by
black-clad puppeteers in full view of the audience.

367.

aulos

\

\

This word is from Greek.
(a noun)
a Greek woodwind musical instrument that is commonly called
a “flute” but is in fact a reed instrument similar to an oboe.
In classical Greece the aulos was usually played as a double
flute.
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368.

tourelle

\

This word came from French, which formed it from a Latin
word.

\

(a noun)
a small tower : turret.
The seaside mansion’s tourelle was used as a lookout for enemy
ships during World War I.
369.

kamaaina

\

This word is from a Hawaiian word.

\

(a noun)
a longtime resident of Hawaii.
Cynthia was born and raised in Minneapolis, but her neighbors
on Maui consider her a kamaaina.
370.

Tagalog

\

This word is from Tagalog.

\
[\

\]

(a noun)
an Austronesian language of the people of central Luzon in the
Philippines.
Though the majority of its vocabulary is made up of words of
native Austronesian origin, Tagalog also uses many loanwords
from languages such as Spanish, English and Chinese.

371.

ablaut

\

This word is from German.

\
[\

\]

(a noun)
a systematic variation of vowels in the same root or affix or in
related roots or affixes in the Indo-European languages usually
paralleled by differences in use or meaning.
Mr. Treacher used “sing” and “sang” as an example of ablaut
where the different vowel means a different tense.

372.

pygopodous

\

\

Both parts of this word are originally Greek.
(an adjective)
having the feet set far back.
Cormorants and penguins are typical pygopodous birds.

373.

chanoyu

\

\

This word is from Japanese.
(a noun)
a Japanese ceremony consisting of the serving and taking of tea
in accordance with an elaborate ritual.
With serene grace, Mariko performed the chanoyu for her
guests.

374.

wakame

\

\

This word is from Japanese.
(a noun)
an edible brown seaweed native to Asia.
Most wakame sold commercially in Japan is cultivated on
seaweed farms.
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375.

entresol

\

\
[\

\]

This word consists of two parts that both went from Latin to
French.
(a noun)
a low-ceilinged story between two main stories of a building;
especially : an intermediate or fractional story that projects in
the form of a balcony over the ground story.
Linda and Juan agreed to meet at noon on the shopping mall’s
entresol.

376.

abendmusik

\

\

This word is from German.
(a noun)
the music for an evening performance usually of a religious or
semisacred character.
In the mood for some abendmusik, Yvette bought last-minute
tickets to a performance of Handel’s
a at the local arts
complex.

377.

matamata

\

\

This word passed from Tupi to Portuguese.
(a noun)
a large freshwater turtle of the northern coast of South America
that has a rough shell and a long neck with a fleshy fringe that
cannot retract and produces eggs that yield an edible oil.
The matamata eats by suctioning nearby fish and water quickly
into its mouth, expelling the water, and then swallowing the fish
whole.

378.

alpargata

\

\

This word is from a word that went from Spanish to Arabic and
back to Spanish before becoming English.
(a noun)
a flat sandal usually having a fabric upper and a flexible often
rope sole : espadrille.
Leah couldn’t decide whether to wear the navy alpargata or the
white wedge sandal with her new sailor dress.

379.

kookaburra

\

\

This word is from an Australian name.
(a noun)
a kingfisher of Australia that is about the size of a crow, has a
call resembling loud laughter, and feeds in part on reptiles.
While vacationing in Melbourne, Lindsay was startled by the
chortling of a kookaburra.

Page 61 of 65

TheSpellingChamp.com
2016 Round Two Study Guide
380.

Zoroastrian

\

\
[\

\]

This word is from a word that went from Avestan to Greek to
Latin, plus an English combining form.
(an adjective)
of or relating to a religion founded in Persia by the prophet
Zoroaster teaching the worship of Ahura Mazda as the source of
all good.
The Zoroastrian scriptures preach the concepts of the immortal
soul, heaven and hell.

381.

wickiup

\

This word is from Sac, Fox and Kickapoo.

\

(a noun)
a hut used by nomadic American Indians of the arid regions of
the western and southwestern United States that is typically
elliptical in form and has a rough frame covered with reed mats,
grass or brushwood.
As they constructed the wickiup, the campers were careful to
leave a hole in the top for campfire smoke to escape.
382.

embouchure

\

\
[\

\]

This word came from French, which formed it from a Latin
word.
(a noun)
the position and use of the lips in producing a musical tone on a
wind instrument.
Kirsten’s clarinet playing greatly improved after she perfected
her embouchure.

383.

blancmange

\

\
[\

\]

This word came from an originally French word plus an
originally Latin word that became French.
(a noun)
a dessert made from gelatinous or starchy substances and milk
usually sweetened, flavored and shaped in a mold.
A touch of anisette is the secret to Cassandra’s blancmange.

384.

sciuromorph

\

This word consists of two Greek parts.

\

(a noun)
one of a suborder of rodents comprising relatively large more or
less primitive forms (as the squirrels, marmots, gophers and
beavers).
In urban areas the most common sciuromorph is the squirrel.
385.

zygodactylous

\

\
[\

\]

This word consists of two originally Greek parts that passed into
Latin.
(an adjective)
having the toes arranged two in front and two behind — used of
a bird.
Being zygodactylous allows parrots to swing nimbly among
branches and to grasp and manipulate big pieces of food.
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386.

wapiti

\

This word is of Algonquian origin.

\
[\

(a noun)

\]

a North American deer similar to the European red deer but
considerably larger.
The older male wapiti is often hunted for its antlers.
387.

lagniappe

\

This word is from an originally Spanish word that passed into
French.

\

(a noun)
a small gift given to a customer by a merchant at the time of a
purchase.
The gift shop kicked off the holiday season by offering
customers a box of note cards as a lagniappe with each $50.00
purchase.
388.

catarrh

\

This word is from an originally Greek word that passed into
Latin and then French.

\

(a noun)
inflammation of a mucous membrane in humans or animals
characterized by congestion and secretion of mucus.
Catarrh can be brought on by infection, allergies, dry air or
chemical irritants.
389.

vichyssoise

\

This word is from a French geographical name.

\
[\

\]

(a noun)
a soup made of pureed leeks or onions and potatoes, cream,
chicken stock, and seasoning and usually served cold.
For lunch Linda served silky, chilled vichyssoise with chunks of
lobster.

390.

desaparecido

\

This word is from Latin-derived Spanish.

\
[\

\]

(a noun)
an Argentine citizen who has been abducted and usually
murdered by right-wing terrorists.
A desaparecido is a person who was abducted and never heard
from again during Argentina’s Dirty War, which lasted from
1976 to 1983.

391.

affenpinscher

\

This word is from an originally German word.

\
[\

\]

(a noun)
a small dog having a stiff red, gray or black coat; pointed ears;
and bushy eyebrows, chin tuft and mustache.
Erica’s affenpinscher escaped when she opened the door.
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392.

tagasaste

\

This word is from Spanish.

\

(a noun)
a shrub of the Canary islands that yields cattle fodder.
Tagasaste is primarily grown as cattle fodder, but it is also
known for its white, mild-flavored honey.
393.

Merovingian

\

Originally from a Frankish name, this word passed from Latin
to French.

\
[\

\]

(an adjective)
of or relating to the first Frankish dynasty reigning from about
A.D. 500 to A.D. 751.
The Merovingian kings were known for having long red hair.
394.

Zouave

\

This word is from French, which took it from a Berber tribal
name.

\
[\

\]

(a noun)
one of a body of French infantry originally composed of
Algerians that is characterized by a colorful uniform and by
very quick and spirited drill.
During the American Civil War, the exotic uniform of the
Zouave was copied by some Northern infantry units.
395.

usufructuary

\

This word is from Latin.

\

(a noun)

[\
\]

one having the use or enjoyment of something.
Although he leased his farm to a large corporation, Silas
remained the usufructuary of the wooded sections.

396.

Bramantesque

\

This word is from an Italian name.

\
[\

(an adjective)

\]

of or relating to a Renaissance style of architecture marked by
classical forms.
Eric entered his drawing of the small Bramantesque chapel in
the college art show.
397.

roentgen or
röntgen

\

This word is from a German name.

\
[\

\]

(a noun)
the international unit of X radiation or gamma radiation that is
the amount of radiation which under ideal conditions in one
cubic centimeter of air at 0° C and 760 millimeters mercury
pressure produces ionization of either sign equal to one
electrostatic
Nella was fascinated with an old chart that listed radiation
exposure for different activities by roentgen.
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398.

azulejo

\

This word is from Portuguese or Spanish.

\
[\

\]

(a noun)
a glazed ceramic tile originally of Portugal and Spain that is
usually decorated in rich colors and especially blue.
Dawn and Peter remodeled the counter area of their kitchen
with azulejo depicting birds.

399.

dieffenbachia

\

This word is from a German name plus an English combining
form.

\

(a noun)
any plant of a small genus of tropical American plants with long
sheathing or clasping leafstalks and united stamens.
Elinor had not realized that her cat could have been poisoned
by nibbling on the leaves of her dieffenbachia.
400.

tilleul

\

\
[\

\]

This word came from French, which formed it from a Latin
word.
(a noun)
a pale greenish yellow.
The color tilleul got its name from the French word for a linden
tree whose leaves are greenish yellow.
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